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INTRODUCTION 

On 10 June 1942, the Japanese be.d assembled at Tarlao., Tarlao. 

Philippine Islands, all the American General Of'fioers a.ud Colonels llho 

bad been oe.ptured on Bataa.~. or Corregidor. ·.,Among these were the Comnanders 

and som of the Staff Officers-- of all the larger units of the South Luzon 

Force. the Bataan Defense Force, and the II Ph~lippine Corps. 

In conference with theae officers, I prepared a narrative report, 

all copies of which were later confiscated by the Jape.neae. Some notes 
I 

were preserved, however, which form the basis of this~report. It is 
' 

·, accurate in its main feature. 

It tells the story of a force attacked during mobilization. Initially 

. la.eking in organization and training, and woefully deficient in equipment 

and vital supplies throughout, it resisted the best troops of Japan until 

casualties, sickness. and lack of food and ammunition forced it to yield 

to a superior force. 



Mobilization Sta.tu.a of the South Luzon Foroe, 8 Deoember 1941. 

Organization. 

The organization of the South Luzon Foroe on 8 Deoember 1941 

consisted of the following units. 

He&dqua.rters South Iuzon Force 

41st Division 

51st Division 

Sta.ff Luzon Force. 

The Headquarters South Luz en Force on 8 December 1941 -.a · organized 

a.s follows. 

Briga.dier General George M. Parker, Jr., Co:nnanding 

Captain John Neiger Aide 

Major Thoms M. Tarpley, Jr. Adjutant Genen.l 

Major Ovid o. Wilson Ass·t c/s - G•l 

Maj or Dennis M. Moore Asst c/s .. G-2 
. 

Captain Arthur G. Christensen Asst to Asst c/s, G-2 

Lt Col Han.rd D. Johnston Asst c/s • G-3 
-
!h.j or Albert C. Wolfe Asst. to Asst c/s , G-3 

Me.jor John H. Bennett Asst c/s .. G-4 

Maj or Hal c·. G~anberry, In£. Signal Officer 

Captain William c. Chenoweth Engineer Officer 

Lt Col .Arthur L. Shreve Artillery · Officer 

Jajor w·: Hinto~ Drummond Surgeon 

Lieutena.nt Nicholas N. Mibailov Air Liaison Officer 
. 

Lt Col lt. L. Berry Qua.rternaater and 
Ordnance 

This staff had only recently been formed. Throughout the period 
. r 

1 September, the date of initial mobilization of Philippine Ar'JJJ1 units, to 

the latter pe.rt of November, there 11ere fffff of ficers available, a:i d I had 

gone through the very-ao'tive period of initial mobilization and training 

with a very meager staff, consisting of five officers and two enlisted 

men. 



The above staff -..as augmented af'ter December a. aa of ficers · or 

enlisted personnel beoame avai~ble. A Headquarter and MP Company was 

eventually formed cons;sting of a mixture of .American MPs. retired 

Philippine Scout soldiers returned to active duty and ~ivilian Cooks and 

Houseboys. Trained technicians were almost tota.l~y lacking throughout_. 

Frequent changes in personnel were made to meet existing emergencies. 

The followillg officers served as Chiefs of Staff as sholflle 

Colonel Ste1'18.rt c. McDonald Deof.UDber 8 - December 24 

Colonel Louis R. Dougherty December 25 • J~nuary 23 

Brigadier General Arnold J. Funk: January 23 - March 2 

Colonel Charles L. Steele from March 2 to April 9. 

Mobilization of Unite . 

The units of the South Luzon Force had been mobilized and in-

ducted as follows,. 

Unit Station 

41st Division Headquarters & Bq Co Ta.gayta.y 
Signa1·co, Ord Co (IM) 

41st Infantry Ta.gayta,:-

42d Infantry Tagaytay 

43d Infantry Tagaytay 

41st Field ~tillery Tagaytay 

41st Engineer Battalion '.Pa.gayta.y 

41st Medical Batta.ion Tagaytay 

41st QM Service Company Taga.ytay 

41st Motor Transport C0'1Pf.ny Tagayta.y 

61st Division Headquarters & Bq Co Se..nto Tomas, 
Signal Co, Ord (LM) Ba.ta.ngas 

51st Infantry 

52d Infantry 

53d Infantry 

' 51st Field Artillery 
One Battalion each at 

Ba.nay, Ba.nay 

Se.nto ToDlls 

Rosario 

Ba.nay, Bana.y 
Santo Toms 
Rosario 

Da.te 

17 Nov 41 

2 Nov 41 

1 Sep 41 

24 Nov 41 

24 Nov 41 

1 Oct 41 
r 

17 Nov 41 

17 Nov 41 

17 Nov 41 

17 Nov 41 

2 Nov 41 

l Sep 41 

24 Nov 41 

15 Deo 41 



) 

~ 
Unit station late 

.. 

51st Engineer Battalion Santo Tonas 26 Oct 41 

51st Medical Battalion Santo Tonas 1 Dec 41 

51st QM Service Compe.ny Sant o Tonas 17 Nov 41 

51st Motor Transport Company Santo Tomas 17 Nov 41 

Personnel 

Under the Table of Organization, Fhilippine Army, the Divisions 

were organized as follows, 

Unit 

Three (3) lni\3.ntry Regiments (approx 1400 each) 

One (1) Artillery Regiment 

One (1) Anti-Te.nk Battalion 

One (1) ~gineer Ba.ttalion 

One (1) :Medical Battalion 

One (1) Qu.arternaster Battalion 

Div Hg & Hq Co, Sig Co, Ord Co (LM) Motor Trans Co 

0.fficers 
and men 
4200 

Approx 1000 

" 600 

" 600 
. 

" 500 

-
ff 500 
. 
If 800 -

Tote.l 8200 

or this total approxima.tely 500 were officers. 

In each division of m:, force about 40 U. s. ArM3' Otficers and 20 U. S. 

Army or Philippine Scout Non-Comnissioned Officers were assigned. In the 

41st Division they were instructors, while in the 51st Division the officers 

were assigned to conu:iand to include battalions. 

'Ihe 41st Division -.s practically a.t full strength in personnel at the 

outbreak of hostilities. The Anti-Tank Battalion, due to lack of equipment 

'W8.s never organized as such but the personnel 'WB.s absorbed in other units. 

The personnel of the 41st Division was from Bate.ngas Province or its 

environs and spoke the Tagalog dialect. 

The 51st Division had about two-thirds strength in their Infantry 

Due to la.ck of equipnent the Anti•Tal!lk: Battalion was absorbed 

I in other uni ts and two battalions of the 51st Field Artillery were formed 

Regiments. 

..../' > into a provisional Itlfa~ry Batte.lion. 



_ _,, 

The enlisted men of the 51st Division were from the ·Bicol Peninsula 

and spoke the Bicolanian dialect while the majority of the officers spoke 

only Tagalog • 

.As time progre§Sed Civilian labor was used extensively whenever avail-

able as vehicle drivers and as laborers in construction of roads and defense 

installations and to augment the Service Units. The numbers varied f'rom 

1500 to 3000 in my force. 

Training. 

Prior to 1 September 1941, a thirteen-week schedule of basic training 

had been prepared for all Philippine Arm:, units. This schedule called for 

s! days, of eight hours daily, each week. It stressed physioe.l developmert, 

training with basic weapons, scouting and patrolling and snall unit operations. 

After this thirteen weeks of basic training had been completed, further sdhedule 

of battalion and regimental training had been prepared-

On 8 December one regiment in each division, namely the 42d and 52d 

Infantry had completed their thirteen weeks basic training. The 41st and 

61st Infantry had completed five weeks of the training period and the 4l d 

and 53d Infantry bad received no training at all. The 41st Field Artillery, 

mobilized on 24 November, had just begun their training while the 51st 

Field Artillery _was not mobilized ,until after the declaration of war and 

due to the shortage of equipment, only two batteries of this unit were ever 

to function as artillery. The rema.in9er of this unit 'WB.S organized and 

trained after the war began as a provisional Infantry Battalion. 

Cadre CSJI1ps had been established on 1 September for officers and key 

non-commissioned officers in units not yet mobilized as follows. 

41st Division - Ce.n~ - Major E.T. Lewis 

51st Division - De.raga • Jm.jor J. H. Bennett 

Engineers of all Units - Camp Murphy • Captain William Gay 

Signal of a.11 Units• Ft William McKinley• Col. Murphy 

Medical of all Units - Ft William McKinley • Col. Duckworth 

\ 

' 
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By this ~ethod, limited training 11JBB given key personnel, but 

training of teohni cians •s very inadequate• 

In all of the training, mny obstacles were encountered. In the 

61st Division~ for instance, the enlisted men spoke the Bioolanian 

dialect, the Filipino officers spoke only Tagalog in~ instances, ~nd 

the American Instructors spoke neither, while the Filipino spoke little 

English. 

At some period during the preceding five years, the units of the 

Philippine Army preswiably had received five and one-half months of train• 

illg. This was never apparent. The training had been done under their om 

Filipino officers, had consisted largely of close order drill, and was to 

prove of little -value • 

Training facilities and equipment were almost non-existent, target 

ranges were hurriedly improvised but many unit• went into battle without 

ever having fired their be.sic arm. 

Equipment. 

Infantry. '.Iha be.sic infantry weapons were the Enfield Rifle, the 

Browning Automtio Rifle, the Browning Water-cooled J.il.ohine Gun, and the 

three-inch stokes Mortar (obselescent type). 

There were no spare parts available and .nany of the weapons were 

found to be incomplete upon unpacking at the ,e.rehouse, where they had been 

long stored. 
. 

The lfell-known structural 1'e8.kness of the Enfield Rifle (weak extractor) 
' 

put many rifles out of aot ion early in the 'War as there were no replacements. 

le.ck of spa.re parts for machine guns made many of these ineffeotive. Fully 

7(JJ/o of the mortar ammunition proved to be dudso 

Field Artillery. The basic weapons for the Field Artillery were the 

Britis~ 75-mm's with wooden wheels and SODW3 2.96 pack (mountain guns). No 

transportation was available other than improvised oonmandeered vehicles. 

The Field Artillery was also lacking mny vital tire control instruments. 

All of the above shortages were requisitioned from the United States 



immediately upon their discovery in September, but were never to arrive. 

Individual Equipment. The Filipino soldier ,uas equipped with a light 

i-per tropical helmet, fatigue clothes, and rubber• soled, canvas shoes. 

Full field equipment ,...slacking in many essentials, such as blankets, 

shelter-halves, etc. There were no replacements for -these items, so~ 

soldiers were shortly barefooted and ragged. 

Signal Equipment. The only signal equipment available was that 

necessary to provide communication 11d. thin a Comnand Post. A few radio sets 

with limited ranges were issued, but la.ck of trained operators made this 

means very unreliable. 

At the beginning of mobilization during the months of September, 

October and November, units of nr:t force were scattered in small encamp-

ments over the province of Batangas, and the entire lower Bicol Peninsula, 

With one unit on the Island of Masbate. Control and supervision were 

exceedingly difficult. 

Transportation. A few government sedans were eventually issued to nr:t 

force, sufficient for the General Otficers. otherwise, conmandeered cars, 

trucks, and busses were the only transportation facilities available. lack 

of trained personnel forced the use of civilian drivers and mechanics in 

most instances. These were most unreliable, of\ten deserting their vehioles 

at any sign of' danger and, as mny o:f' the vehicles were in a poor state 

meohanioe.lly, transporte.tion problems greatly hampered movement and operations. 

Supply. Initially two systems of supply were in effeot, one for the 

American soldier and the other for the Filipino. Af'ter the outbreak of the 

sr, any supplies available were issued without regard to the systems. 

J.iuly supplies 11ere procured locally and the amount as largely dependent 

on the initiative and energy 0£ the individual supply officer. 

Immedi&tely after the outbreak of war, supply depots tor m:;,r force 

were established by USAFFE at Los Banoe, - iAguna de Bay, and Te.nauan, Batangas. 

However units were supplied from. any installations available. 



Operations of South ~uzon Force. 

(See Appendices No's 2 and 3) 

Initial Mission. The initial mission assigned the South Luzon Force 

-was to prevent a landing. In t he event a landing was nade, it was to 
' / 

counter-attack and :.destroy tne landing force. 

The Defensive Area. The area assig~ed the South Luzon Force £or 

defense included all of Southern Luzon, south of the Northern boundary 

Rosa.rio-Binan•Pililla-Infanta (ix1clusive) to the line Padre Burgos

Atimonan (inclusive). This latter line (south boundary) cut the bottle• 

neck into the Bicol Peninsula at its narrowest point. Higher authority 

had nade the decision not to defend the Bicol Peninsula due to the 

extent of the peninsula and the inadequacy of the troops available• 

General Description of Area. The area assigned the South Luzon 

Force included 250 miles of possible landing beaches. It was ninety 

miles viii. de at its' widest point and sixty milea in depth. 

The area was generally characteriaed by a good net-work of all 

weather roe.de, crossing over numerous rivers and streams. Many bridges 

in this area were of permanent stone construction making their destruction 

by the naterial available exceedingly difficult• 

One railroe.d ran from. !lanila South. At Calamba a spur ran to Los 

Banos. At 141.lvar it forked, the right (west) fork going to Bata.ngas e.nd 

the left (east) fork leading into the Bicol Peninsula, -where it ended at 

De.raga. 

Several distinct terrain features in this area created many bottle-

necks. Its area included five bays all to be considered possible landing 

places. 

Detailed Study of Sectors. Nagsubu, Ba.laya.n, a nd Be.tangas Bays were 

considered the most probable landing places, due to their proximity to 

Manila and the road 'net leading thereto. 

An all-weather road f ollowed the beach on Nasugbu Bay from Nasugbu 

Point to Calatagan, on Balayan Bay, to S. Luis, and on Batangas Bay from 

J 



Mabini to Ba.tangas. From this beach highway that practically traversed 

the beach line of these three c,:ys, several all-weather highvm.ys led into 

improved routes leading to Manila. This area included the terrain features-

of the Pico- de-Loro Mountain Mass, .Mt. Batulac, Tagaytay Ridge, lake Taal, 

and the western edge of' le.guns. de Bay. These formibable obstacles created 

many bottlenecks which would canalize forces operating in this area to the 

road net. 

Ta.ya.bas Bay. Several all-weather roads led from the beach to Highways 

No. 1 and 23 leading into ?&l.nile.. This area included the m.ountain mass, 

Mt. Banahao. Akey streams, the rugged terrain, and the I.aguna de Bay 
I 

would eonfine forces operating in this area to the roads and terrain ad~ 

jaoent thereto. 

I.amen Bay . Only three roe.ds led from points along this fifty-miles 

of beach, one from Atim.onan, one from l!//a.uban, and one from Tignuan. All 

of these traversed very rugged terrain, through maJzy" defi les and with 

experienced troops would have been easily defended. 

The Navy had stated that . a landing on this bee.oh was improbable at 

this time of the year due to monsoons rendering the waters unsuitable for 

landing operations. 
r 

\ 
Initial Assignment of Troops to Sectors, 

. . 

Sectors were assigned as followsr Boundary between Sectors 

LemerywBinan (both to 51st Division). 

Right OYest) Sector• 41st Division 

Northern Boundary• Rosario (inclusive) -Binan (exclusive) 

I.eft (East) Sector• 61st Division 

Northern Boundary• Binan•Pililla-In:fanta (all inclusive) 

Southern Boundary• Padre Burgos-~tim.onan (both inclusive) 

\ 



Operations South Luzon Force Prior to 2.4 December 1941~ 

On 26 November 1941. I received instructions from the Commanding \ 
\ \ 

General USAFFE that diplon:atic 'relations be-ween the Unitep States and \ 
Japan were deteriorating rapidly and. to alert all troops and be prepared,/ 

to meet a surprise attack. 

I immediately dispatched staff officers to General Lim. (Philippine 

Ar'IIJ3")• Colonel Jones. and Lieutenant Colonel Hunter. (then commanding the 

51st Infantry ·at t..ra.ga) with the following orders r. 

(1) Establish b~ach patrol twenty•four hours daily, , immediately. 

(2) Prepare plans to move your troops without delay and defend 

beaches within your seotor in oase of a surprise landingo 
) 

Prior to 8 December 1941, additional warnings were received from 

USAFFE of possible Japanese surpri.se landings. .My Di vision Commanders 

were ordered to occupy the most vulnerable areas within their division 

sectors, to start preparation of beach defense positions, erect obstacles 

at both high and low water levels. and to start entrenching. Within the 

cantonment areas. construction of near-by trenches were ordered to protect 

personnel in case of surprise air attack. Plans were nade to move the 

43d~Infantry and 52rl Infantry .by civilian transportation to critical points. 

A Provisional Battalion, 86th Field Artillery (155-mm guns), liajor 

Winfield Scatt, Oomnanding, operating under USAFFE control. occupied their 

dummy position and were engaged in reconnaissance and preparation of 

battle p9sitions:~f.or · the defeµ.se of Nasugbu, Bala.yan, and Batangas Bays, 

the most probable points of attack within South L~on Force Sector • 
. (. 

About 5100 AM., 8 December 1941, I was notified by telephone at m:;r 

quarters at Fort .McKinley that the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. 

Staff officers were dispatched to 11r:.f Division Colml»l.llders with order s to 
' 

alert their divisions and to effect their war plans. 

About 9 December, a flight of reconnaissance planes, Fhilippine Air 

Corps :was; attached to the South Luzon Force. Two planes were dispatched 
, ere 

twice each day to detect any invasion force. The planes/dispatched late 

\ 
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eaoh afternoon and at daylight each morni~g. · One covered a possible 

invasion force agai~st the Infanta-Atimonan Coast Line, and the other 

possi ble invasio.ns against the Na.sugbu, Balayan, Batangas, Taya.bas Bay 

Areas. 

On 12 December 1941, a telegram from the railroad Station Mas t er at 

Legaspi reported. Ja.pa~ese transports with naval escort of f Legaspi Albay. 

This force, later estimated as a reinforced Brigade, landed unPpposed and 

immediately started moving to the northwest. In:f'ormation on the progress 

of _this movement was reported by teleg; a ph by the railroad oivilian 

employees. After the troops had been unloaded, the Japanese immediately 

s~rted loading all available rice and oil supplies. Orders were issued 

to remove all available railroad equipment and £or all Americans to with• 

draw to Manila.. 

Colonel Jones was ordered to dispe.toh Engineer Detaohments to Bicol 

Peninsula to preps.re railroad bridges and highway bridges for demolition. 

Colonel casey, USAFFE Engineer Officer,, 'Was ' requested to have railroad 

civilian employees des troy railroad bridges near Sipieot in order to delay 

enemy advance. to the north. 

Further o·onstruotion in cantonment areas was ordered discontinued, and 

Engineer t roops we r e ordered to start intensive combat training. with 

partioular ,emphasis on training of demolition teams and construction of 

r°'"d._ olocks. 

On 14 December, I moved my COlIIII&nd Post from. Fort William McKinley to 

Binan. At this time I ordered my Engineer Officer (Major Chenoweth) to 

rush to completion the construction of the road between Taga.ytay City and 

Talisay in order to expedite the movement of reserve units from. one division 

sector to the other. 

Commercial telephone and telegraph facilities within my sector were 

m,ager, especially Within the 41st Division Area. For instance to contact 

the 41st Division Command Post, it was necessary to call through cCIDllllericel 

~ lines in •nila or to use special or scheduled :messenger service. Adequate 



signal personnel and equipment were riot available. A Maj or of Infantry -.s 

appointed as Signal Officer. ~ personal request for a qualified Signal 

Of':f'icer was refused 'by USAFFE. Maintaining control of troops deployed over 

an area of approxinately 5000 square miles and with a c·ea.st line of approx-

ime.tely 250 miles, placed a great burden on our meager signal personnel. 

By 17 December, contact was nade at the railroad bridge near Ragay. 

A demolition detaobment of the 51st Engineer Bat~lion was fired on by a 

Japanese detachment, while preparing a railroad bridge near Ra.gay Canarines 

fa destruction. On learni·ng of this contact, I ordered Colonel Jones to 

send not to exceed one Battalion, reinforced by Engineer Demolition Detach• 

ments, into Bicol Peninsula to contact and delay the enemy advance. Both 

the highway and railroad were ordered to be covered. 

About 18 December, Company "C", 194th Tank Battalion was ordered into 

the South Luzon Force Sector. I recommended that this unit be used on the 

beaches. This unit was under the control of USAFFE and Colonel Weaver, the 

Tanlc Force Commander, recommended that the tanks be held in mobile reserve 

in the vicinity of Sampa.loq, Cavite. This recommendation was approved by 

-USAFFE. On 18 December, I was promoted to Major General A.U .s. Colonel 

A. M. Jones 1'8.s promoted to Br'igadier General A.u.s. 

On 19 December, a Japanese Force, estimated as an Infantry Battalion 

was reported to be in Sipicot, and Japanese patrols were moving via high:wa.y 

towards De.et and north on the railroad towards Ragay. 

On 20 December, a provisional Battalion (Self-Propelled Mounts), four 

batteries, Lieutenant Colonel Da.vid s. Babcock, Commanding, 111as attached 1:X> 

the South Luzon Force and ordered to Corps Reserve in the vicinity of Santo Tomas. 

The status of the Artillery in my Corps -was now as followsi 

41st Division Sector, 

4ist Field Artillery (organic) consisting ofa 

2 Batta.lions 75.mm guns .. 16 guns 

1 Battalion 2.95 MT guns - 8 guns 

86th Field Artillery (PS) consisting oti 

l Batte.lion (less one battery) 155mm - 4 guns 



51st Division Seotora. 

j 51st Field Artillery (organic) consisting ofa, 

1 Battalion 75mm"'g~s - 8 guns 
"' 

86th Field Artillery consisting ofs· 

· l Be.ttery 155mm guns' - 2 guns 

Corps Reserve in the vicinity of Santo Tomasa 

1 Battalion of Self-~opelled 75mm guns - 16 guns. 

The Field Artillery was disposed in sectors as followsi 

41st Division Sectors 

41st Field Artillery,. 

l Battalion at Lucsuhin (Na.~11buu Be.y) 

l Battalion at Bane. (Balayan Bay) 

1 Battalion at Da.canl ao (Bala.yan Bay) 

86th Field Artillery (155mm. guns), 

1 Battery (2 guns) Na.subu (Nasubu Bay) 
- I 

1 Be.ttery (2 guns) Dacanlao (Balayan Bay) 

51st Division Sector~ 

~ 51st Field Artillery (1 Be.ttalio~ equipped as Fi eld Artillery) 

All on Tayabas Bay 

86th Field Artillerys· 

l Battery at Be.naba (Batangas Bay) 

The artillery -was disposed to cover most vital landing places with 

the exception of lemon Bay. The la.ck of artillery in this area, particularly 

at Atimonan caused n;, considerable worry. 

On DeoeJiber 20 my artillery officer me.de a reconnaissance at Atimona.n 

and surveyed positions there. I sent him to Manila on December 22, to re• 

quest two 155mm howitzers of the newly formed 301st Field Artillery from . ......._ 

USAFFE for that sector. This request •s refused. This area ?m.S so import• 

ant to me however, that I sent him again on the 23d of December reiterating 

my request With the strongest arguments possible. The request '11&.S again 

. denied. 



-· 

I.u the meantime USAFFE had issued an order ;conf_inihg , the action of 

the Self-Propelled-Mount Battalion to the detense of road blocks. After 

a conference with General King, UBAFFE Artillery Officer, this order was 

amended to allow this unit freedom of action under~ orders. 

On, 22 December, the 1st Infantry Regiment, Philippine Army, (Regular) 

Division arrived at Pagsanjan_l.aguna and was attached to the South Luzon 

Force. The general line ~ih.uban.;.Lucban (both inclusive) 'W9.S established as 

the southern boundary of the Bector assigned to the 1st Infantry Regiment 

(Philippine Ar:my, Regular Division). This unit was ordered to relieve the 

troops of the 3d Batte.lion, 52d Infantry, at Infanta, Tignuan, and Ma.uban. 

The 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry, &hilippine Army, relieved the troops at 

Me.ubail, Tayabas. The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry, Philippine Arr:rv, relieved 

the troops at Infante. and Tignuan Ta.ya bas. The 1st Infantry, .Philippine 

Army, (less 2d and 3d Battalions) was held in reserve near h..gsanjan. The 

3d Battalion, 52d Infantry, when relieved, was moved to Malicbuy. The 

relief' 'Was completed about 6 aOO ,PM 23 December. 

About 5100 PM 22 December, contact was made on the pighway near Timbuyo 

t 
and the Japanese troops were forced to withdraw about ten kilometers. 

Supply of our troops in the Bicol Peninsula was becoming serious due to tre 

stretch of high'WB.y that had not been completed north of Sumalong and the 

deep mud encountered. 

· The reconnaissance plane dispatched on the evening of 22 Deceni>er 

on its usual reconnaissance east of I.nf'anta and Atimonan failed to return. 

This 'WB.s the last plane available to -" ~. The other two had already been 

destroyed. 

On 23 December, the Provisional Battalion . (Self-Propelled Mounts) 

and the 1st Infantry Regiment~ Philippine Army (Regular) Division were 

ordered by USAFFE to move to San Fernando, Tarlac, and revert to the 

control oi the Comnanding General. North Luzon Force. 

General Jones was ordered to return the 3d Battalion, 52d Infantry 

to its original sector and the 1st Infantry Regiment, Philippine Arnzy, 

was ordered to assemble at Pagsanjan, preparatory to its movement to San 

'j 



Fernando. 

This relief started after dark 23 December. The Provisional Battalion 

(Self- Propelled Mounts) started its movement ai'ber dark the night 23-24 

December. All troops in the Bicol Peninsula were ordered to withdraw north 

of the line .Padre Burgos-Atimonan, and this move 'WB.S in progress during the 

night 23-24 December. 

At 2:sOO AM 24 December, the G-2, 51st Division report~d that the Japan

ese had effected a landing at Atimonan. After daylight ·1t as reported that· 

forty Japanese transports with naval escort were at Atimonan and that twelve 

transports with naval escort were in le.mon Bay, off Mauban. Landings were 

reported at Mauban and at Sian. 

In view of the changed situat ion_ USAFFE -was requested to return the 

Provisional Batte.lion (Self-Propelled Mounts ) and to revoke the .movement 

order of the 1st Infantry Regiment, Philippine Arm:y. The Batta.lion (less 1 

Battery) Self-Propelled ~ounts 'WB.S returned and was ordered back to Santo 

Tonas and attached to the 51st Division. USAFFE approved my request that 

the 1st Infantry Regiment, Philippine Army, remain attached to the South 

Luzon Force . • 
The 3d Batte.lion, 52d Infantry was again released to General 

Jones who oraered it back to Malicbuy. 

The enemy established a beach-head at Sis.n about midnight 23-24 Deo-

embe~, and then made their ma.in landing at Atimonan. They effected their 

landing at J4:i.uban about 4a00 AM, 24 December. As stated above, the last o£ 

the three reconnaissance planes available to me failed to return from the 

afternoon reoonnaissance on 22 December. Request for reconnaissance missions 

by USAFFE on 23 Decemqer were disapproved due to the few planes available and 

due to more important missions to be performed elsewhere. The Filipino 

aviators had flown under the most hazardous conditions since e December, 

and deserve the highest commendations for their excellent service. 

The enemy force that landed at At imonan was estimated to. be a rein

£orced Division. The force which landed at Mauban was estimated to be a 

Brigade. 
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The eneJI\V, ai'ter landing at Sian, moved north on Atimonan and along 

' the railroad towards Padre Burgos. The troops under Colonel Cordero were 

out off. Several of ficers, including Colonel Cordero, and a few men 

suooeeded in rejoining their regiment. having moved by boat or banca from 

Pitolo on Tayabas Bay. Colonel Cordero with a snall party destroyed the 

railroad cut at Padre Burgos. The destruction of bridges on the railroad 

proved to be most effective. It took the Japanese over a year to ma.ke 

necessary repairs before a train could r~ between 1-.nila and Legaspi. 

At lOaOO AM 24 December, I received orders from USAFFE to move the 

41st Division, by motor, at once to Abucay, Bataan, to turn command of the 

South Luzon Force over to Brigadier Ge;ieral Albert M. Jones, and to move 

to Bate.an with my headquarters, establish the Bataan Defense Force, and 

organize the defense on the Abuoa.y-likuban line in accordance with the . 

provisions of WPO 1/'l,. 

A staff officer "Was dispatched to the Commanding ~neral of the 41st 

Division to advise General Lim of' the move. The necessary transportation 
' 

,uas provided by my G-4, who, assisted General Lim. i n the movement. 

I turned over the following staff officer s t o General Jones for 

staff duty at the new South Iuzon Force lieadquartersa 

Colonel S. C. MacDonald, Infantry, c/s 

Lt. Col. Arthur f.. Shreve, Field Artillery, G•3 

Captain Arthur Go Christensexi. G-2 

Captain Frederick L. Berry, Field Artillery, Artillery Officer 

At noon 24 December, I turned command of the South Luzon Force over 
~ 

· to Brigadier General Jones, a.nd left for Abuoa.y, Bataan; arriving there 

at 5100 IM, same date. On arrival I ass~d command of the Bataan Defense 

Force, relieving Brigadier General Ml.xon s. Lough. 

Operations of' South Luzon Force 24 December 1941 to l January 1942. 

(See Appendix No. 2) 
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Operations of Be.ta.an Defense Foroe (24 Deoem.ber 1941 to 6 January 1942) 

(See Appendix No. 4) 

Mission of the Bataan Defense Force 

The mission of the Bataan Defense Foroe 'W8.S to organize and defend 

the Bataan Pen;nsula, as far south as the Service ColllllB.%ld a.rea. 

Area Assigned for Defense 

Northern· Boundary, Main Battle Position-The general line Abucay•Mt. 

Natib-Mauban .. 

Southern Boundary a. The Ala.ngan Ri ver•Mount Ml.ri vales•Iays~wan River 

(all inclusive). 

Eastern Boundary,. Approximately 15 miles of shore line of lia~ila 

Bay between Abucay and Quite.ng Point (both iriolusive). 

Western Boundary, Approximately-15 miles of shore line along the 

China Sea between 1/auban and the Paysav.an River (both inclusive). 

The distance .from Abucay to Ma.uban along the Ma.in Battle Position 

'ffll.s approxiately 20 miles. The terrain of the Bataan Defense Sector was 

very rugged except for a narrow strip varying from one to three miles Wide 

along ~nila Bay between Abucay and Orion. Mt. Natib. with- an elevation of 

42Z2 feet dominated that portion of the sector north of the Pilar•Bagac 

Road. It v.as heavily wooded and cut by any deep ra'Vines. 

Mount Sama.t i.and llount Marivales (elevation 4700 f'eet) were the out-

standing terrain features · south of the Pilar•Be.ga.c Road. The three mount• 
-

ains formed a mountain range running generally dO'Wll the middle of the sector. 

All the terrain south of the Pilar•Bagac Roe.d was heavily wooded or covered - . 

by ' thick jungle growth, except the small area between Pilar a.nd Pandan. 

The main streams emptied into the South China Sea or Me.nila. Bay. The 

main streams which drained the Fe.stern slope of Mount Natib were the 

Caiaguine.n River, the Balantay River, and the Abo Abo River which emptied 

into the Balanga 'River. '.Ihe gi,ound west of Mt. Na.tib sloped abruptly to 

the -wast coast. The streams emptied directly into the China Sea. The 



Maldica, Bagac, and Limutan Rivers drained the Southern slope of Mount 

Saimt. 
/ 

A good all-weather two way road (~st Road) ran along the east coast 
. 

from Abuoay to l\\riveles, and another from Pilar to Bagao through the 

broe.d gap in the mountain range between .Mount Na tib and Mount Se.mat. There 

was a good. dry weather road (West Road) between .Mariveles and Moron. An . 

improved one way roa.d ran from Abuoay to Abuoay Hacienda. No other communica.t-: 

ions existed except narrow trails. Moron was connected with Olongapo by a 

trail along the coast. 

Because of the limited road net, it was evident that, unless additional 

landings were made, the nain force of the Japanese attack would fall against 

the eastern half of the :&6.in Battle Position. Enemy landings were possible 

at rwy- place within the sector f'rom both the Chine. Sea ·and 1-nila Bay. 

Because of the road crossing the peninsula from Baga.c, this point was 

considered especially vulnerable to enemy landings. The all-weather two 

way road from Olongapo to I.e.yac Junction was another possible route of 

approach for enemy movements. 
..-

Organization of the Bate.an Defense Force Area 

The Bataan Defense Force Area 1VB.s organized into, 

(1) The Main Battle Positions.· The general line Abuoay•Mt Ne.tib-Ma~ru.. 

(2:) The Reserve Battle Positions: The general line Orion-Mt '.Sam( t ... 

Eage.e • • 

(3) 'Ihe Beach Defenses. 

The Area -was .divided into the East Sector and the West Sector. The 

boundary between sectors 'WB.S Mt Natib•Maldica Ri:ver-Pantinge.n River (all 

to West Sector). Brigadier General Maxon s. Lough was assigned to oomnand 

the East Sector, and Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel was assigned to 

o Olll!I$lld the West Sector, pending the arrival of Maj or General J • M. 

Wainwright. In general those troops com.posing the North Luzon Force were 

assigned the West Sector. Since the nain effort of a Japanese attack was 

expected to be made against the .East Sector the mass of troops were assigned 
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to this sector a.s the troops arrived in Bataan. 

ORDER OF ARRIVAL AMD TROOP ASSIGNMENT 

Upon iey- arrival in Ba ta.an the only troops then in m:, area were the 

Fhilippine Division. (PS) (less the 57th Combat Team and one Battalion, 45th 

Infantry (PS)). Brigadier Genera l Lough Co~nding and the Provisional Air 

Corps Regiment (organized as 'an Infantry Regiment) Colonel H.arr ison H.c. 

Richards Jr., CollUlJlnding. 

The order of arrival of units 'WB.S as followsi 

Unit Movement Started Movement completed 

31st Division (PA) 2 ;00 PM 24 December night 26-27 December 

41st Division (PA) 2 ,oo ~ 25 December 28 December 
. 

57th Combat Team (PS)' 30 December 30-31 December night 

1st Regular Division (PA) 27 December 31 December 

51st Division' (P~) night 31 December l January 

1st Brig (PC)(later 2d Reg 

Div (PA)) l Ja.nuary 6 January 

11th Division (PA) night 5-S January 6 January 

21st Division (PA) night 5•6 January 6 January 

71st Division (PA) 10 100 PM 2 January 7 January 
(to covering force position) 

26th Cavalry (PS) night 5•6 January 9 January 
(to covering force position) 

The 86th Field Artillery, 301st Field Artillery, Self•Propelled Mounts, a.nd 

tanks arrived intermittently during the period 26 December - 6 January. ·Assign-

ment of troops to sectors •s as follows a 

To F.a.st Sector' 41st Division (PA), 57th Combat Team (PS), 51st Division -----(PA), · 11th Division (PA), 21st Division (PA), 86th Field Artillery, 301st 

Field Artillery. 

To West Sector, 31st Division (PA), 45th Combat Team (less one battalion), 
"-------

1st Division (PA) Regular, 91st Division (PA), 71st Division (PA), 26th Cavalry 

~,' (PS)o 



Organization of Mlin Battle Position 

The Ma.in Battle Position was occupied from left to right bya 57th Combat 

Team. 41st Di:vision (PA_), 51st Division (PA)(less 52d Infantry), Provisional 
. . 

(Infantry) Battalion, 31st Field JA.rtillery, 1st Regular Division (PA). 

Work on the ~in Battle Position astride the East Roe.d nea~ Abucay 'WB.S 

started on 24 December by the 31st Infantry (US)(lesa ·one battali~n). On 28 

January this unit move.d to Colis to help prepare the Covering Force positi?U• 

Work •s continued on the 3oth Deoember, by the 5~try (PS). This unit 

occupied and completed the organization of a sector approximately 3000 yards 

wide extending west from ~n:i.la Ba.y. (That protion of the •in Battle Position 

astride Mt Natib between the left of the 51st Infantry (PA) an~ Mt Silanganan 

approximately 9000 meters was not organized for defense but was covered by 

pe.trols. The terrain in this area -.s extremely difficult, traversed by deep 

gorges and covered with dense jungles. It took two days to travel from the 

occupied portion of the west sector front to the left flank of the 51st 

Division. Conte.ct between sectors was never satisfactorily established.) 

The MLR on the right ran through the barri o Mabatang to a point approximately 

6000 yards west of .Abuoay Hacienda, and on the left from the bee.ch just north 

of 1ve.uban to Mt Silanganan. The OPLR on the east ran along the Kalaguiman 

River and _on the west along the Nagbalayong River. The RRL on the right 'Was 

about 600 yards north of Abucay and on the left £lank it ran through Mluban 

Point. That portion of the Ma.in Battle Position that Vftls occupied was protected 

by a double apron barbed wire obstacle. A mine field was laid in the left of 

--the 57th Infantry sector. Bridges on the East Road in front of the MLR were 

destroyed. Fields ,of fire were cleared and work on trenches, gun emplaoements, 

co~nd posts, etc. was speeded up to the maximum of physical endurance. 

Despite the fact that the men were not equipped with individual entrenching 

tools and that each division had only about fifty pioks and shovels and very 

few axes in the Engineer Battalion,, they made a very formidable defensive 

line by using their bayonets and even meat can lid• e.s entrenching tools. Too 

l!Dloh praise cannot be given them for their tremendous effort in organizing 'the 

Ma.in Iattle Position . 



On arrival in Bataa.n the 41st Division (PA) -.s initially assigned that 

portion of the MLR extending from the le:f't of the 31st Infantry (US) to 

Mt Natib. All three regiments of the 41st Division were employed on ~he 

position in order from right -'t--o l~ft J 41st Infantry, 42d Infantry, 43d 

Infantry. 

on 5 January the 51st Division (less 52d Inf'a.ntry on beach defense) 

relieved elements of the 41st D~vision (PA) on the Ml.in Battle Position. 

west of Abuoay Hacienda.. The 41st Di vision troops which were relieved 

by the 51st .Division 'MiLS used to strengthen the new 4lsl; Division Sector, 

which now extended only as fe..r west as Abucay Hacienda.. The 51st Di vis ion 

employed both the 51st Infantry and 63d Infantry Regiments on the ?.kin 

Battle Position. The 51st Infantry occupied a sector of 2100 yards 

extending west .from the Abucay Hacienda.. The 53d Infantry occupied a 

sector defending a front of over 3000 ye.fds on the lei't of the 51st Infaptry. 

On the arrival of the 31st Division in Bataan the 32d Infantry (PA) 

and a provisional battalion of the 31st Field .Artillery, armed with rifles, 

two ( 2 ) Cal.SO machine guns and i'our ( 4) caliber .30 machine guns we re 
' 

assigned to org!-11ize the Mt Silangane.n-Mluban portion of the line. On 

arrival of the lat Regular Division (PA), the ' 32d Infa.n,try (PA) was 
- . 

relieved, ,~d the 1st Regullar Division (PA), occupied the lei.1; of the 

Ma.in Battle P~sition .a.nd. completed the organization thereof. 

Supporting Artillery Bataan Defense Force. 

Unit Armament Mission 

11th F .A. (PA) l0-75mm guns Fast Sector Beach Def'm se 

21st F.A. (PA) 24-75mm guns F.e.st Sector Beach Defense 

31st F .A. (PA) 8-7 5:im:n guns We st Sector-Main Battle 
Position a.nd Beach Def. 

41st F.A. (PA) l6-75mm guns East Sector, Direct Sup-
8-2 .96 mm guns port 41st Division 

51st F .A. (PA) 8-75mm. guns East Sector, Direct Sup-
port 51st Division 
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Unit 

71st F.A. (PA) 

91st F.A. (PA) 

1st Bn, . 24tli FA (PS) 

2d Bn, 24th FA (PS} 

1st Bn, 225d FA . 
2d Bn, 23d FA 

86th FA Bn (PS) 

301st F.A. (PA) 

Prov Bn 92d CAC 

Arnament 

2-75mm. guns 
4-2.96's Mt Guns 

8-75mm guns 

8-75mm guns 
4-2.95 Mt Guns 

8-75mn guns 
4-2.95 Mt Guns 

12-75mm. guns 

8-2.95 Mt Guns 

12-165mm guns GPF 

16-155mm guns GPF 

6-l55mm guns GPF 

Mission 

Covering force, later 
West Sector 

West Sector 

Fie.st Sector, Direct Sup
port 45th Infantry 

West Sector, Direct Sup-
port 45th lni'an try ___ _ 

Covering Force 

West Sector, Main Battl. e 
Position 

Fie.st Sector General 
Support 

F,ast Sector General 
Support 

West Sector Beach Defense 

The two Provisional Batta.lions Self-Propelled Artillery, 27-75mm 

guns (less one battery) were employed in the F.a.st Sector· as anti-tank and 

general support artillery.. One battery -wa-s· assigned the Vlest Sector w.i. th 

a similar mission. Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Provisional 

Artillery Brigade (PS) operated a 11Fire Control Center" wtthin the Fast 

Sector. 

In addition to the above, emplacemnts for 31 naval guns ranging from . . 
one pounders to 3 inch, were started for beach defense. This work was under 

USAFFE control. 

The Re~erve Battle Position 

The Reserve Battle Position at this time as scarcely more than e. line 

on the map. The Provisional Air Corps Regiment, Colonel Harrison H.c. 

Richards, A.C. Commanding, started organization of that portion of the 

Reserve Battle Position astride the Ee.st Road just north of Puting early 

in January. 

The 45th Infantry (PS) was directed to lay out and organize the 

~ Reserve Battle Position within the West Sector, but the difficulties of 

the terrain were such that only a small portion of the position was completed 



before the 45th Infe.ntry was employed elsewhere. 

The Beach Defense 

../ In the Fast Sector the ,57th Infantry (PS) 'Was assigned that portion ---
of the beach from Abucay to Puerto Ri"V&.s. The 52d Infantry (PA) Colonel 

. . 
Cordero Comnanding, was assigned the sector from Puerto-Rivas to Limy 

(both inclusive). The 2d Regular :Ehilippine Division occupied the sector · "<" 

on the right of the 52d Infantry (PA). On 11 January the 11th Division, 
~ 

Brigadier General William E. Brougher, Commanding, relieved the 52d 

Infantry and the 52d Infantry (PA) rejoined the 51st Division (PA) on 

the Ma.in Battle Posit ion. 

The 11th Infantry (PA) -.s assigned and occupied the sector along the 

beach between Puerto Rivas and Orion ( exolusi ve). The 12th . Infantry (PA) 

covered that portion of the beach between Orion and Lima.y, (both inclusive). 

The 13th Infantry (PA) was held in reserve near Balanga. 

The artillery of the 21st Division (PA) 'Wa.S attached to the 11th 

Division (PA) in order to strengthen the bee.oh defense. The 11th Division 

(PA) remained on b~ach defe.nse until 25 January, at which time it was 

assigned to I Corps. 

In the West Sector the 31st Division (PA) was assigned the mission 

of defending the beach from the RRL to Saysayan Point (inclusive). One 

bat·talion of the 45th In:ta.ntry (PS) covered Bagac Bay. The Regiment 

(less two battalions) was in reserve near the junction of t~e Pilar

Bagac Road and the roa.d leading to Moron. (The 2d Battalion, 45th 
\ 

Infantry (PS) was covering the beach at Mlrivales). 

Bataan Defense Force Reserve 

Shortly after midnight 5-6 January the 21st Division -having with- · 
' 

dre.wn into Bataan was assigned a bivouac area in the vicinity of Guitol. 

It -was assigned as Bataan n;fense Force reserve. 

Reorganization of Units on Arrival in Bataan 
- .. - ... - - ' . 

The l'h.ilippine Arra:, Divisions with the exception of the 31st Division 
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2 '< "' (PA) and the 41st Di vision (PA). -were badly disorganized and depleted because 

l ~ i: ( 
of constant enenv pressure and the normal difficulties encountered in a ! ~- · [ 

' "' ~ 
withdrawal by untrained troops and inadequate transportation. The 31st Division\ !t ~ ~ 

~1Utt: 
and 41st Division had not been in combat. It was necessary to place the dis- · ~ R l'l"1 organized divisions in bivouac area for rest and reorganization before they 

could be used on the preparation of their assigned defensive sectors. On 

arrival in Bate.an. the 61st Division was initially assigned a bivouac area ~ 

along the trail leading west from Li.may. ihe 11th Division Vias assigned a 

bivouac area in the vicinity of Guitol. The 91st Division -was assigned a 
I 

bivouac area about two miles east of Bagac. south of the Pilar•Bagac Road. 

Several days were spent in reorganization and reconnaissance by the key personnel 
• 

of these Divisions. 

The Covering Force Action at I..e.yac Junction 

On 2 January 1942> USAFFE ordered the Commanding General North Luzon 

Force to organize a covering force at le.yac Junction and upon complet ion 

of t he organize. tion to turn the co:aumnd of the covering f orce over to me . 

The troops -a.J..l.o..t'.t.ea for this mission were the 71st Division (PA), the 

31st Infant ry (us), the 26th Cavalry (PS), the 1st Battalion> 88th F'ield 

Artillery (PS), and the 1st Battalion, .23d Field Artillery (PS) •. 

Brigadier General c. A. Selleck was placed in direct command of this force. 

nie 71st Infantry (PA) occupied the south bank of the Culis River 

fromAlmacan to a point just north-east of Culis. nie 72d Infantry (PA) 

was in the position previously prepared by the 31st Infantry (US). This 
.... ..... . --, ~ 

prepared position was astride the F.ast Road just north of Culis and about 

1000 yards south of the layac Junction bridge. It extended about 400 yards 

west of the Fast Road . The 1st and 2d Battalions extended t he line to the 

south-west. The dispo~ition set forth above left a wide gap between the 

left of the 31st Infantry ,(US) .and the nearest hill mass e.bout1 3_000 yards 
' . 

e:way. The 26th Cavalry (PS) ,w.s assigned to cover this gap and protect the 

le~ (west) flank of the covering force. The 1st Battalion, 23d Field 
\ 



Artillery and 1st Batta.lion, 88th Field Artillery from -positions west of 

the East Roe.d suppo~ted the 31st Infantry (US). · The remnantsof the 71st 

Field Artillery (PA·) supported the 71st Division (l?A). 

The 3d Ba.tt~li~n. 31st Infantry -was held in reserve about 1000 yards 

south-west of Culis~ 

The 71st Division (PA) was badly disorganized and consisted of the 

remnants of the 71st Infantry and 72d Infantry. The 31st Infantry (US) 

had not been in combat. The 1st Batta.lion. 31st Infantry (US) had not 

completely recovered from the bombing it had received on Correg_idor a 

week previously. The 26 Cavalry (B:l) 118.S organized into a horse squadron. 

a motorized squadron., and one Headquarters Squadron. 

The position in general lent itself to a good defense. It was on hi{!Jl 

ground and had good fields of £ire. Some work had beencbne on the position 

on 28 a-nd 29 December. On 30 December the 31st Infantry (less 1st 

Battalion) ~s moved to the zig-~a.g on t~e Dina.lupihall•Ola.nga.po Road·. 

It returned by 4:.30 PM, 4 Ja.nua.ry and spent the reminder of the 4th and 

all the 5th January on prepa.ration of the position. The 71st Division 

(PA) worked on the position from 2 to 5 January (inclusive). Tb.e 26th 

Cavalry (PS) arrived on the pp&ition during the night 5•6 January. 

On 3 January Colonel Skerry sent one of:.his Engineer Officers to 

report to General Selleck to assist in the organization of the position. 

An inspection on 5 January by ColoAel Skerry disclosed that little work 

had been completed. Some wire had been constructed. trenches dug, and 

gun emplacements constructed. The line occupied was over exbended. Early 

on th~ morning of 6 January the highway and railroad bridges over the 

Culo River were destroyed by the North Luzon Force engineers. The 

Commanding General~ North Luzon Force turned the command of the covering 

force over to me about 6100 AM, 6 January on orders of the Commanding 

General, USA.FFE. 

By 10:30 ~ 6 January. the Japanese had moved their artillel!y into 

• 
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position in the vicinity of Sabo and started shelling our position. All during 

the morning additional hostile artillery including 105mm howitzers came up, 

went into action and pounded our front line infantry positions, as well as 

severely punishing our artillery. Ee.rly in the action the 71st Field Artillery 

(PA) was hit. ~vere.l guns were destroyed and the Field Artillery suffered 

numerous casualties. This unit promptly dispersed and ceased to exist as a 

fighting unit, leaving the brunt of the fighting to be borne by the two Field 

Artillery (PS) battalions. 

These two scout units put up a good fight in the £ace of tremendous odds. 

Not only -were they outranged by heavier caliber guns, but they were outnumbered 

five to one. To add to their troubles, Japanese observa.tion planes were 

flying unmolested continually over their positions and ~ ey were forced to change 

positions often. We had no 155mm-guns within supporting distance of the covering 

force. By 2s00 PM three out of four guns in one battery of the 23d Field 

Artillery (PA). had been knocked out. The one remaining gun carried on the 

fight alone. The other battery was also in difficulty. The ammunition train 

'ffl\s hit and blown up. P.rime movers were d isa.bled, and the be. ttery suffered 

severe casualties~ The 23d Field Artillery (PS) lost all its guns except one 

during this engagement. It ceased to exist as a. fighting unit on 6 Ja.nualY • 

The 88th Field Artill~ry (PS) which was in more covered terrain 118.s badly 
. 

hammered, but did not suffer as great a loss. 

About 2s00 PM, Japanese infantry units were observed crossing the Culo 

River. Additional units were approaching from the north. At 4a30 PJ4 1. 

heavy infantry attack '\18.S launched against our position vdtli the ma.in blow 

falling near the junction of the 31st Infattbry (US) and the 72d Infantry (PA). 

The 1st Battalion, 31st Infantry was forced back causing a gap. X..O compani~s 

of the 31st Infantry (US) left the field of battle without orders. 1bese 
\ 

companies were brought back in motors and the Company Commanders relieved• The 

3d Batialion, 31st Infantry (US) counterattacked and restored the line. 
' 



) 

The 71st Infantry (PA) "Was overextended along the Culis River and a 

breakthrough there bad only a short distance to go in order to cut the East 

Road and imperil the remainder of the i'orce"' No reserves remailied. 

Japa.nese troops continued to move south into assembly positions north 

of the Culis River. It was evident that the enemy 198.s plt.nning another attaok 

against the position. At 8 sOO P1'.\ General Selleck informed me that unless he 

was reinforced by lnf'a.ntry and artillery he could not hold the position. My 
. 

artillery officer informed me that we oould not send more artillery to support 

a counter-atta.ck at dawn. as we could not occupy a position after dark and 

fire without daylight reconnaissance. At 10100 PM, 6 January I ordered 

General Selleck to withdraw the covering force during the night 6•7 January. 

Through a failUl"e to decode the message ordering the withdra-wa.l, the 

26th Cavalry (PS) was not aware of the withdrawal of the renainder of' the 

covering force. On 7 Ja.n~ry this unit ,vas forced to withdraw across country. 

It joined the I Corps on 9 January a..f'ter a most diff ioul t mareh. After the 

w.i. thdrawal the 71st Division "'9.s attached to the I Corps and the 31st Jnf'antry 

(US) withdrew to bivouac area on the Orion•Cut-~ff, two kilometers west of 

Orion. 

On withdrawal. contact •s lost with the enemy. 



The First Battle of Bataan (Abucay • Mt Natib Position) 

Change in Designation of Headquarters 

On 7 January · in accordance with orders from Comm.anding General USAFFE 
{ 

the Bataan Defense Force was discontinued and the N~roe and 

South Luzon Force vere redesignated the I Philippine C~rps and II Fhilippine 

Corps respectively. 

All troops previously assigned to the West Sector Bataan Defense For~e 

were assigned to I Philippine Corps, Maj or General J • .Mo Wa.inwright commanding. 

. ' All troops previously assigned to the Ea.st Sector Pata.an Defense Force 

were assigned to II Philippine Corps, Major General George M. Parker Jr., 

Commanding. The boundary between I Corps and II Corps -.s the same as the 

boundary between the East Sector and r«est Sector Be.ta.an Defense Foroe. 

The I Corps was ordered to .ma.intain contact with the II Corps. 

Mission II Philippine Corps 

The mission II Philippine Corps was to defend that portion of Bataan 

previously designated as the East Sector Bataan Defense Force. 

General Situation 

After the wi thdranl of the covering force on the night of 6•7 January., 

contact with the enemy was lost. On the 7th and 8th of January, the ene~ 

continued its advance to the south, pushed out reoonnaissanoe units, and 

d~veloped its forces for attack on our Mi.in Be.ttle Position. Japanese inta.lltry 

cavall'y, artillery. a.nd mo'bor units were observed moving to the south on the 

Ea.st Roe.d, between Orani and Se.ma.l. Contaot was regained on 9 January. 

Japanese patrol~ maintained ~umereus contacts with our outpost on the 9th and 

10th of January. nie first ~~taok as made on the night 10•11 January against 

the left of the 57th Infantry (PS) Sector. Thereafter. the Japanese attacks 

against the II Corps Position were piecemeal and suocessi'V9ly progressed to 

the west in an effort to locate and envelope our left flank. It was soon 
. 

evident that they preferred to attack over .rough terrain and through thick 

jungles rather than to attack over the narrow strip of good terrain astride 



l 0:, ;l> 
the East Road whioh •s strongly covered by fire• On 7 January I moved rq I ~ ~ 
co:mni;.nd post to a point on the trail 2 miles west of Limay • I 2 ~ - S 

Operations in 57th llll.l>ntry Sector ! ! ~· E 
·~7.cn 

On 8 January the 57th Infantry was occupying the right sector of the lil.in ! 18, ~ :3 
~~ trj 

Battle Position with the 1st and 3d Battalions on the :MLR. 3d Battalion on the~~~ 

left, the 2d Battalion on the RRL. The 1st Bat"£&,lion, 2~th Field Artillery· (PA) lt5 1---J 
, -

-was in direct support. Two bat~lions, 41st Field Art.illery (PA) were in 

positions to give support on call. Contact was made by reconnassiance patrols on 

9 January. On the afternoon of 10 January the OPLR was driven in. On the night 

10-11 January a Japanese force estimated as .one battalion attacked the 3d Batta.1-
• I 

ion, 57th: Infantry. '.rhe attack was repuls?d• 

On the night 11~12 January the enemy again attacked the 57~h Infantry Sector. 

Enemy s~elling was int~nse. '.rhe enenw atta.ek reached our MLR. On 12 January 

the 21st Infantry (PA) was attached to the 57th Infantry. 

At 4i30 AM, 13 January the Japanese again attacked with great fury. The 

enemy made a dangerous salient into the left of the 57th Infa.nt17 (PS) sector. 

The 21st Infantry (PA) counterattacked, but ma.de little progress . The morale 

in the 57th Infantry at this time ffll.s very low. Colonel Clarke -was relieved and 

about noon, 13 January, Colonel Arnold J. Funk, -was placed in command of the 57th 

Infantry (PS). Colonel Funk after a personal reconnaissance of his seotor, 

ordered a counterattack by the 2d Battalion, 57th Infantry (PS) at 3 :00 FM. The 

MLR -was restored by dark. The change in regimental coi:nnanders did much to raise 

morale. During the night 13-14 January the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry relieved 

the 2d Battalion,. 57th Infantry. 

On 14 January the enenw launched a.n attack against the 3d Battalion, 21st 
. ' 

Infantry at 10 sOO AM. By 12 s30 PM, this ba-t?talion had been forced out. of the 

MLR. Again the 2d Battalion -was used to counterattack and restore the MLR. On 
" . 

15 January the 22d Infantry 'Was attached to the 57th Infantry and on the night 
~ -

16•17 January the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry "Was relieved by the 22d Infantry. 
' ' ( 

About 18 January the 2d Battalion, 21st infantry (PA) vas relieved by the 

22d Infantry (PA). The enemy pressure against the 57th Infantry Sector had 
' 

lessened since 15 January and moved to the west. Because of the threat of an 

envelopment of the left (west) flank of the Main Battle Position, the 1st 

Battalion, 57th Infi.ntry (PS) · was relieved about 20 January . 



-· by the 2d Batta.lion, 21st Infantry and the 57th Infantry assembled in reserve 

south-west of Abucay, prepared to move to the left of the battle line to meet 

e. threatened enveloptl)3nt of the left (west) f ii.a.nk of the Nain Battle Position • 
. 

Operations in 41st Division (PA) Sector 
. . . ... - .. 

The 41st Division (PA) held its sector until ordered to withdraw. 

Brigadier General Vicinte Lim, and Colonel Malcolm V. Fortier deserve · the 

highest possible commendation for their superior leadership. The 41st . -
' 

Division's outstanding perfornance of duty in action. in.withstanding continuous 

assaults· by superior forces was largely due to the untiring efforts and 

superior military knowledge and ability of Colonel Fortier. This officer 

served with outstanding honor and distinction, and his efforts were reflected 

in the actions of the 41st Division (PA)o 

Eneiey- pressure started against the 41st Infantry (PA) Sector on the night 

ot 10•11 January. Repeated attacks and counter-attacks continued until the 

15th of January, with the 41st Infantry (PA) holding its .MLR a.fter eaoh counter 

attack. 

By 15 January the :n&lin enemy pressure bad reached the 42d Infantry. This 

Ullit 'WB.S foroed to the .RRL and the 32d Inf'a.ntry (PA) 118.S ordered to report to 

the Commanding Genera.l, 41st Division on the night 15•16 January as 41st Division 

Reserve. Countera.tta.oks by the 42d Infantry (PA) and elements of the 32d 

Infantry (PA) restored the MLR within the 42d Infantry (PA) Sector. 

~e 43d Infantry (PA) received the heaviest enemy at~cks of any regiment 

in the 41st Division. By 16 January its left was exposed beoause of the 

disintegration and rout of the 51st Division (PA). '.Ihe heavy pressure against 

this unit had made it neccessary to strengthen its sector with the 23d Infantry 

(PA)o During the period 14-24 January all three Battalions, 23d Infantry (PA) 

were singly committed to the ma.in battle position, supporting the 43d Int'alltry 

(PA). 

On the 16th January, continued enemy pressure had forced the 43d Infantry. 

to re.fuse its lett flank from the MLR to the RRL~ Heavy fighting; bad forced 

the battle line within a hundreq 19,rds of the Regimental CollUlB.nd Post. 



Lieutenant Colonel E. T. Lewis, Senior Instructor, 43d Infantry, refused to 

move his Conme.nd Post to the rear. By his conspicious gallantry and calm. 

nanner displayed at this critical time, he succeeded in holding his position 

unti l the arri"9. l of the Philippine Division for the counter-e.t·ta.ck on the 

17th of ,J~nua:cy . 

Operations in 51st Division (PA) Sector 

Between 8-ll Ja.nuary the 51st Divi~ion (PA) strengthened its position, 

improved dispositions, completed communication installations, and intensified 

reconnaissance to the front and left flank. Contact with the I Corps on Mb 

Natib 'Was never established although numerous efforts were ma.de to do so. 

At 5s00 PM.- ll January the 52d Infantry (PA)(less 1st Battalion and one 

company, previously destroyed in South Luzon) rejoined t he Division and was 

assigned to Division Reserve. 

Op 12 January the enenw attacked and opened e. gap on the right of the 

51st Infantry (PA) Sector. The 52d Infantry (PA) counter-atta.cked and regained 

some _ground. Coi~el Loren P. Ste-wa.rt was killed. Colonel Young -was assigned 

to com.nE.nd the 51st Infantry (PA). On 13 Ja.nue.ry hostile pressure inoree.sed 

on the front of the 51st Infantry (PA), and by noon that unit showed signs of 

weakening. The Co.lIIIIIS.nding General; 51st Division (PA) ordered the 61st ~~

(PA) to withdraw to the high ground on the north bank of the Lavantan River. 

On 14 January, under continued hostile pressure the 51st Infantry (PA) 

withdrew to the south bank of -the I.e:vantan River. Such elements of the 52d 

In.:f'a.ntry (PA) a.a could be released were :ceturned to norma.l control so as to 

reconstitute a Division Reserve. 

On · l5 January all division reserves and all other ava.ila.qle troops were 
.--·· -

committed in order to maintain the new MLR on the south bank of' the I.e:vantan 

River. 

At this time the I Corps ,va.s notified of the critical na.ture of the 

situation and additional troops for II Corps Reserve were requested of the 

Co~nding General, USAFFE. nie 31st Division (PA) was ordered to move to 

~ the vicinity of Guitol as II Corps Reserve. 



About midnight 15•16 January I ordered the COJDII8.nding Genere.l, 51st 
. . 

Division (PA) to again counter-attack at daylight 16 January to reestablish 

his .MLR on the north bank of the Ie:va.nta.n River. The 3d Batta.lion, 21st 

Infantry (PA) ,uas ordered to report to the Comq,nding General, 61st Division 

(PA) at 4,00 AM, 16 January to assist in the counter-attack. This battalion 

never reportede 

At daylight, 16 January the attackwi.s launched. By 9 ,oo AM, so~ advance 

had been made, but a dangerous gap had been created between the 61st Infantry 

(PA) and the left t>f' the 43d Infantry (PA). By 1100 PM the enezey- began infil• 

trating through the gap and at the same time succeeded in penetrating between 

the 51st Infantry (PA) and 63d Inf'antry (PA). '.lhus t he 51st Infantry (PA) vas 

doubly enveloped. All 51st Division (PA) reserves were employed but i'a.iled to 

stop the enenv adw.nce. The entire front of the 51st Infantry (PA) disintegrated 

and the troops routed. The 53d Infantry (PA) was ordered to fall baok to the 

left rear and protect tthe right of the I Corps. 

By 5s00 PM, the Comns.nding General, 51st Division (PA) had formed a 

covering force astride the Guitol Trail near Hill 1620 and started reorganiziXJg 

his division. 

The Counter-Attack by t he Philippine Division 

The disintegration of the 61st Division (PA) created a critical situation 

which threatened the • in Battle Position. Unless the 51st Division (PA) 

Sector could be regained, it was evident that my left flank would be enveloped 

and the position would be lost. I ordered the Commanding General, I=hilippine 

Division to counterattack at daylight 17 January to regain the MLR within the 

51st Division (PA) Sector. 

On the morning of the 17th, the 31st Infantry (US) moved i nto position 

west of the Hacienda and attacked in a northerly direction, with the 2d 

Battalion on the right and the 1st Battalion on the left. The 2d Battalion 

ad"IJ&.noed a short way and was stopped by heavy hostile resistan ce, leaving a 

gap between thi s battalion and the 41st Division (PA) on its right. The 1st 

Battalion, 31st Infantry (US) pushed its at-tack successfully to the Main Line 

of Resistance, thus leaving a gap between the 1st Battalion and the 2d Batta.lion 

on its right rear. 



The 3d Batte.lion, 45th lnf'e.ntry attacked on the lei't of the 1st Battalion, 

31st Infantry (US), and also reached the MLR. It vas in contact with the 31st 

Infantry (US), but not in oonta.ct with the-rest of the 45th Infantry (PS). 
. . . 

The country u.s veey broken, and wooded. Contact Vie.s extremely difficult to 

naint .. in between uni ts as they went forward. The 3d Battalion, 45th Infantry 

(PS) as attached to the 31st lnfe.ntty (US) and was t he lei't element on the 

Abucay-Mt Na.tib line. '.lheir l~f't (west) riank T,l\S exposed. On the night of 
/ 

. . . 
17-18 January, the 46th Infantry (PS)(less 3d Battalion) moved into the gap 

. . \ -

between the, 41st Divisiqn (PA) and the 31st Infantry (US)o On 18 January the 

31st Infantry (US) failed -to-~ke any advance. At 4a00 PM, the 1st Battalion 

45th Infantry (PS) atta.oked from a position on the right. of the 31st Infantry 
. 

(US) in a direction slightly west of north and by 6:46 PM reached its objective 
. . 

on the MLR. However ~hen it reached it, it vas in contact with neither tho 

41st Division (PA) on its right nor the 31st Infantry (US) on its lei't rear • 
. . 

There was a. gap of a.bout 1000 yards on its right a.nd one of about 1300 yards 
,'-,,._ 

on its left. The 2d Battalion, 45th Infantry (PS) •s mo,.ved into a position 

in reserve behind the interval between the 31st;., ~fantry (US) and the 1st 

Batte.lion. 45th Infantry (PS). 
. -

On 19th January the 31st Infantry (US) continued its effort to dislodge 

the enemy from the .. Hacienda. pocket. My request for tank support •s refused., 
\ 

Early in the day the 1st Batte.lion. 45th Infantry was withdre.-wn to regain 

conta.ct with t he 31st Infantry. I.a.t:er in the 'day the 1st Battalion., 45th 
. -

Infantry and the 2d Battalion, 45th Infantry (2d Batt a.lion on the lei't) again 

atta.oked to the north and reached the MLR. After this successful attack there 

still re.uained e. gap of about 750 yards between the 45th Infantry wits and 

the 41st Divisiono Contact pa.trols were sent out by the 1st Battalion, 46th 

Infantry to cover this gap and oonta.ct -.s established and maintained thereafter. 

On 20 January there 'ffll.S brisk action throughout the day in the Be.cienda 

pocket., but no material change developed. The enem;y succeeded in infiltrating 

a.bout one company through the line and in rear of the 2d Batta.lion, 45th lnfantry 

~ 

(PS). This hostile force was encircled by the 31st Infantry (US). 45th Infantry 

(PS)., and some elemen~s of the 41st Division (PA). but .uane.ged to escape on 

the night of the m-21, leaving behind a large number of dee.d. 



On 21 January the pressure against the 31st Infantry (US) -.s increased 

greatly and it was evident that the enemy ve.a preparing to effect a movement 

around the left flank from. the direction of Mt Natib. The 31st Infantry (US) 

ma.de strong efforts to dislodge the enemy but with no suooesar. 

At 3:00 PM, the 1st Ee.tta.lion, 45th Infantry (PS) 'W8.S moved to the east 

so as .to make contaet with the 41st Divis1on (PA). and the line 1','8.S refused to 
- . 

the south-wsst towards the Abuoe.y•Hacienda Roe.d and thus present a uniform 
l . 

front to the threatened attack from the direction of Mt Natib. 

Th.e 2d Be.ttalion. 45th Infan~ry (PS) •s ordered to conform to this 
. . . 

movement and make contact with the 31st Infantry (US) on its lef't. However 
. 

it failed to fully complete the movement and make the contemplated cha.nge of 

front and oonta.ct. It stopped short of the desired p·osition and lef't a gap 
I 

between its 1ef't and the 1st Batte.lion, 31st Infantry (us). 

On 22 January the situation on the left flank grew worse. - Repeated attacks 

and counter-attacks took place, but no material gains were nade. On the contrary 

the 1st :Be.ttalion, 31st Infantry (US) 'WB.s forced to 'Withdraw from the MLR to a 

position south of the Abuca.y•Haoienda. road e..nd facing Vii. Na.tib• 

'\__ 1he 3d Batta.lion, 31st Infantry (US) withdrew to the rear and made contact 

) with the 2d Battalion, 31st Infantry (US) on its right a.long the Abuoa.y•Bacienda. 

Roe.d. But there still was a. gap · betv,,een its left £lank and the 1st Batte.lion 

31st Infantry (us), which vas south of the road. The 3d Battalion. 45th Infantry 

(PS), which was still attached to the 31st :111:rantry (US) had been on the MLR 

and on the extrema left and abreast of the 1st Be.ttalion, 31st .Infantry (US), 

was withdrawn through the gap between the 3d and 1st BattalioZlS, 31st Infantry 

(US),. and placed in the 31st Infantry (US) reserve. It made several counter 

attacks to stop the eneiey who was m&king determined efforts to penetrate the 

gap. 

It -.s now evident that the llLR in the 51st Division (PA) Sector could 

not be restored by the Philippine Divisiono 

Operations in the Rear Area.a 

On 15 January the \31st Division, (PA).-·-~-.. ttached to II Corps andj ordered 



\ , 

t o move to Gui tol in Corps Reserve• 1'he leading element a arrived a.t Guitol 

e.t 10,00 A}4 16 January. and completed the movement during the night 16•17 
.... 

January • . About .midnight 15•16 Ja.nuary the 32d Infantry (PA) as moved to the 

Abucay•Mt Na.tib lino as 41st Division (PA) reserve. 

During the period 17•21 January stragglers of the. 51st Division (PA) were 
{ 

assembled north of Guitol and reorganized into three,,, I.nfil.ntry Regiments at. 

greatly reduced strength. A covering force consisting of the re~~nts ot the 
' - ' 

51st Infantry (PA) and the 21st Engineer Britt~lion'' (PA) constituted the covering 

- ' 
force on Hill 1620• Hostile raiding patrols ~equently moved south along the 

,. 
Abo-Abo River Valley and harrassed the 31st Division (PA) in their bivouac 

area and the 51st Division (PA) in its reorga.nizati'on ar~. One Battalion_ 
( 

31st !nf'antry (PA) ·-..s placed· i.n position to cover this river valley., 

On 20 January the 51st Infantry (PA)' an'd 21st Engineer Ba.tta.lion (PA) 

(Colonel Yo~g Commanding) were ordered· to advance nortb.""'West astride the, 

Guitol 11-ail and seize the junction of the Guitol-Abucay-P..acienda Trails. The 

e.dvance progressed slowly against little resistance until almost at the junction 

when strong pressure developed. 

On 21 Je.nuary this force pushed forward against hea-vy hostile resistance 

and secured its objectives during the. afternoon. About 9100 H4 21 January 
. ~ \ 

a Japanese .force attacked the 31st Division (PA) trom the east and north. 

The 3d BatUl.lion, 2lat Infantry (PA) 'W8.S ordered to counter-attack at 7 aOO AM, 

22 January. jhe attack was launched but the enemy had_ withdrawn during too t. 

night. 

On 22 January the enem;y atUl.cked the front of the covering force, 51st 

Division (PA) cutting rearward communications and supply. The enem;y captured 

Hill 16200 · An attempt -.s IIIAde by the covering force to reta.ke Hill 1620 but 

1'&S unsuccessful. During the night 22-23 January the covering force Withdrew · 

via. the heavily jungled slopes of Mt Mata.an, and thence generally south to 

the 51st Division (PA) reorganization area north of Guitol. 

On 23d January an attack was launched f'rom the south to retake Hill 1620. 

The ene.nw had withdrawn f'rom his position and the attacking force continued its 

ad'V8.nce until stopped by hostile ~esistance astride the Guitol Trail about one 

' 
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kilaneter nor'l;;hwest of Hill 1620. A new covering .force consisting of the 

remnants of the 53d Infantry (PA) aiid a. detachment of the 52d Infantry (PA), 
., 

• • • - 'JI,. 

Colonel Boa.twright, Commnding, wa.4 put 1.1:l position--n~r the junction of the 
:. . ·-~-· . ~ 

• • 6 • 

Guitol a.nd Be.langa. Tra.ils, with instruct'ions t~ hold. .. f 

The troops north of Hill 1620 were ordered to withdraw into reserve under 

cover of darkness the night of 23-24 January. At about 8100 PM the enemy 
'--. 

' .,., ' 

attacked Colonel Boe.twrights force. Finding itself surrounded on three sides 
•. 

it ;withdrew ~own the .Abo-Abo River Valley. The 52d Infantry (PA) detachment 

reported to the nearest comnander in the I Corps and rema.ined there. The 53d 

Infantry (PA) 118.S badly scattered. Colonel Young was placed in comnand of a 

force which held a position /astride the Guitol Trail north of Guitol protecting 

the 51st Division (PA) reorganization area. The hostile adw.noe was stopp,d 

there that evening. 
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Withdre:wal to Reserve Battle Position 

(See Appendix No. 6) 

The Reasons £or Withdra'Wll.l 

On 22 January Niljor General Sutherland, Chief of Staff~ USAFFE, visited 

m:, Command Post 'West of Limy. Af':ter a. discussion of the situation General 

Sutherland decided a with1ralll.l 1from the Abucay-!tt; Natib Position was essentialo 

The reasons for the withdra-wal at this time were apparent, 
"\ < 

(1) Disintegration of the 51st Division (PA), which had left a gap in 

the 1.il.in I3e.ttle Position for six (6) days. 

(2) Failure of the counterattack by the lhilippine Division to reestab

lish the MLR wtthin 61st Division (PA) Sector. 

(3) Unknown strength of the enem:, that had penetrated int'o the Abo-Abo 
-

. River corridor through this gap. 

(4) Loss of contac~ between I and II Corps. 

(6) All reserves of 1 and II Corps had been comm:i.tteft except elements 

of 31st Division (PA). 

(6) Possible· ~nvelopment of Abucay•Mt Natib position thus making a later 
-

withdra"W&.l impossible. .. 
(7) The enem:, vas in the rear of the Ma.in Battle Position in the I Corps 

Sector. 

The Reserve Battle Position 

The outstanding terrain feature of the Reserve Battle Position 'Ml.& Mt 
-, 

&mat, with an elevation of 1920 feet, which dominated the position and afforded 

excellent observation over the entire Corps front~ 

The Catman River corridor and the Talisay River corridor afforded excellent 

avenues of approach leading from the north into the position. The area in 

general ms covered with dense jungles and traversed by deep gorges. The right 

half of the position ha.d excellent fields of fire. The :Ea.st Road and the 

Pilar Ba.gao Road were the only highways leading into the positiono Both were 

on flat terrain and 'subject to excellent observation. Trails ://2 and 1f:4 on the 

east slope and Trails :/129 and #429 on tne west slope of Mt Sa.mat were the nain 



\ 

trails lee.ding south into the area. The rivers drained generally to· the north 

ea.st or east. The width of the II Corps Sector along the Reserve Battle 

Position v.as approximately 12,000 ya.rds. 

Ple.n of Wi thdra:wa.l 
. -

The salient features of the withdra.1'48.l plan were, 

(1) The withdra:wal to start after dark night 23-24 January e.nd to be 

completed by d~ylight 26 January. 

(2) Wi thdra:wal of service installations and hea-vy a~illery •s to 

start night 23-24 January, and to be completed by da~t 26 January• 

(3) A covering force, Brigadi"er Genere.l 1/axon s. Lough, Collllll8.Xl.di~g, · to' 

be established along the General Line Wa.111.-Cupang•Bani-Gui tol. Troops in 

order from left to right one third (1/3) 31st Infantry (US), one-third (1/3) 

. -- 57th Infantry (PS). lat Batta.lion, 31st -Infantry (PA), .33d -Infantry (PA), 

remnants of Sl~t Division (PA) o Withdrawal to this · line to start at 7 a:00 PM 

night 24-25 January. Tanks and s.P.M. to support covering for:ce. Witb.dra:wal 

.\_ of covering force to start at 11 ;30 PM night 25-26 January and to be completed 

by daylight 26 January. 

(4) A shell consisting of one rifle company and a platoon of nachine 
< 

guns for each front line battalion and battery of ~75mm guns for each front 

line regiment •s to start ~ithdra.~l at 3:00 AM 25 January. 

(5) Withdrawal of front line units to start night 24-25 January. 

(6) Reserve Battle Position to be divided into four Sub-sectors from 

right to left. 

Sub-sector "A" - Colonel Charles L. Steele., Commanding Troops 1 31st Combat 
-- ... 

Tee.mo 

Sub-sector "Btt - Colonel . Irvin E. Doane, Commanding Troops a Provisional 

Air Corps Regime~t: 

Sub•sect·or _nc~ • Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel, CC>llllianding Troops a 
- -

remnants of 51st Division (PA), 31st Division (PA)o 

Sub-sector ,"D" - Brigadier General Maxon s. Lough, Commanding Troops a 

2:lst Divisbn (PA), 41st Division (PA), ~7th InfantrI_ (PS)• 

(7) 45th Cori)a.t Team to I C.orps via. Pile.r•Ba.ga.c Road. 

/ 



(8) 11th Division (PA). to I Corps vie. Pilar•Ba.gac Roa.d. 

-(9) Command Post II Corps to point on trail two miles west of I.e.ma.o. 

Changes in Plans of Wi thdre:we.l 
- . . . 

I.ate in the aft~rnoop 25 )Jan~ry orders were reci i"Ved from USAFFE that 

the 31st Infantry (US) and 57th Infa~try (PS) would not oocupy sectors on the 
) 

Reserve Battle Position. but would be he'ld in Arrcw Reserve. Since the ' movement 
- ' 
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order had been issued. reconnai ssance of positions ma.de. supplies e.nd a.mmnnition 

dumped on positions a.nd movement already started, i:t -.s strongly requested 

that the changes in orde:rs be ooncelled. The request was refused. 

The 33d In:t'a.ntry (PA) 'Wa.s assigned the sector previously assigned the 57th 

Infantry (PS). The 57th Infantry -·(PS) was ordered to move to bivouac area just 

north of Li.lIB.yo The 31st Infantry (PA) •s ordered to ocoupy the section 
. -

previously assigned to the 31st Infantry (US). The 31st Infantry (US) wa.s 

ordered to bivous.o area "W9St 0£ Li.ma.y. Inasmuch as some elements had already 

started their movement these changes necessitated the crossing of units in 

motion and resulted in some confusion . However the movement wa.s completed a.a 

ordered • 

. At 2 ,oo Pl.I 26 Janue.ry it was learned that through a. failure to notify the 

Conm:anding General. Sub-sector 110 11 of the change in orders for the 33d Infantry 
\_ 

(PA) a ga.p was left in Sub•seot~r ~!'C~ astride Tra.il *2. It was urgent that th& 

gap at this important part of the/ MLR be filled immediately. The covering _.,. 

force had been withdrawn, no out post existed# and the tanks which had delayed 

an adva.ncing enell\Y' regiment had returned . from that action via Orion Cut-off 

about noon. The Commanding General, Sub•seotor ."0,11 while on a persona.! recon-

naissanoe of his sector discover ed the error and immediately closed the gap 

with his reserve battalion. (2d Battalion, 32d Infantry (PA)). I ordered the 

Conmanding General Sub-sector "D" to send one regiment (less one battalion) to 

strengthen Sub-sector 11c,11 • The 41st Infantry (PA)(less one batta.lion) wa.s the 

.unit designated and it arrived in Sub•seotor 11C11 at 4i00 PM 27 Januaryo 

Char:ige in Rear Boundaries 

Prior to the withdr~wai. to the Re~~r~ Battle Position the rear boundary 

of the II Corps had been the line Alangan River-Mt Mariva.les (both inolusive)o 



The withdrawal order of USAFFE removed this boundary, e~ended the boundary 

between. the II and I Corps. to Gorda Point, and relieved Brigadier General Allan 

c. McBride, Service _Command. Philippine Department, from responsibility for 

defense of the rear area. The 2d Regular Division (PA), Brigadier General 
. 

Franoisoo Comuandin~ was assigned. to the II Corps. 

The units of the 2d Regular Division (PA) at this time were a The 4· th 

Infantry (PC), Lieutenant Colonel Je.landoni. Commanding. '.lb.is unit was armed 

with Enfield Rifles, and af'ter its arrival in Bataan was provided with appro.x

imtely fifty•f'ive (55) Air Corps light air ocoled ma.ohine•guns, 030 caliber, 

and four (4) .so caliber. maohine gunso '.lb.a 1st and 2d Infantry Regiments (PC) 

organic units of the 2d Regular Division (PA) had previously been a.tta.ohed to 

the I Corps. The 2d Field Artillery (PC) Lieutenant Colonel Alba, ColllIIYUlding, 

was organized prinarily from Filipino ROTC students (approximate strength 650), 

· ms armed with Enfield Rifles and ffiS provided with approximately twenty (20) 

light, air oooled, nachine-guns. 

Attached to the 2d Division (Fe) 'WB.S a detachment of the Philippine Ott 

Shore Patrol, (approximate -strength 200), and 'WB.s armed with the Enfield Rifle 

and seven (7) light air cooled me.chin~ guns. , · 

New Beach Defense Sectors were assigned as followsa 

RRL to Li:rmy (inclusive) • 3d Battalion, 31st Infantry, Lieutenant 
..I 

Colonel l\lfoKee# Commanding.-
' ' 

Lm.y (exclusive) to Lucanin River (inclusive) - Provisional Regiment 
- . . 

consisting or 3d Batta.lion_ 4th Ini'a.n~ry (PC), the Off Shore Patrol and the 

2d Field Artillery, Lieutenant C~lonel Ge.roi~, Comma.nding. 
- . 

Lucanin River (exclusive) to Gorda Point (inclusive) - 4th Infantry (PC) 
. -

(less 3d Battalion) Lieutenant Colonel Jalandoni, Co.mmanding. 

Sub-sector ~E." Reserve . · '.Lhe 2d Engineer Battalion, on oall. (This unit 

norma.lly used on various engineer projects within the II Corps area under 
I 

supervision of 'II13" Corps Engineer Officer.) 

Supporting troops for Sub-sector 1'E11
, 

Six (6) Batteries of the 21st Field Artillery (PA) 

Six (6) Search 'light unitso 

Six (6) Na-val ·guns. 
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l~ i I C :;. o 
About 10 February arrangements were made with Brigadier General McBride 

for a.pproxinately 600 Ser-vice Troops to serve as a reserve for Lieutenant . ;..: 
l o. [fJ 

l ~ i:< p 
• "' [J) 

Colonel Garcia.' s Sector. A similar reserve composed of approximately 500 men J :ct ~ ~ 
. ~,~ r; 

of the 5th Interceptor Command, 200 Air Corps Engineers, 200 men from Hea.dquarte~ R 
. . . ~ l'-1 

Company HPD, and 100 men from the Quartermaster Bakery v.as organized and assignee, _ __ _, 

to Lieutenant Colonel Jalandoni's Sector. These units were organized into 

combat wiits and given considerable combat training. 

On 28th January the 192d Tank Batta.lion •s assigned a primary mission 

along the beach from Pandan Point to Lims.y (inclusive). This unit had a . 
• r 

contingent mission to support Sub-sectors ~'A." and ."B,"• The 194th Tank Battalion 

ns assigned a primary bee.oh mission from Limay (exclusive) to Cab-cabin and 

& contingent mission to support Sub-sectors "C" and "D" • 
4 ' ., r I' 

The Self•Propelled Mounts had similar beach defense missions. 

Artillery with II Corps 
- -

The artillery with the II Corps at this time was as follows, 

Unit Number 

21st Field Artillery (PA) 

31st Field Artillery (PA) 

41st Field Artillery (PA) 

41st Field Artillery (PA) 

51st Field Artillery (PA) 

301st Field JArtillery (PA)(less l Plat 
155-mm. Howi tzers.) 

86th Field Artillery (PS) 

24th Field Artillery (PS) 
- . ··-- - ---- ----

1st Bn~ 24th Field Artillery (PS) -- -
1st Bn., 88th Field Artillery (PS) 

24 

8 

16 

8 

8 

16 

4 

8 

4 

8 

Naval Guns approx - 12 

Aram.ent Mission 

75-mm Suh-sectors A & E 

Sub-sector C 

75--mm Sub- sector D 

Sub-sector D 

Sub-sector C 

155-mm. General Support 

155-mm GAF General Support 

75-mm GAF Sub-sectors A & B 

2.95 Mt; .G Sub-sectors A & B 

75-mm Sub-sectors A & B 

l pounders Beach Defense 
to 3 inch 
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I ~ ~ IC...:. o Defense of Orion-Mt sama.t Position 26 January 1942-2 April 1942 

l O ffJ 
I ~i~ B 
: ~ . (J) 

1he morning of ·26 _J~nuary found all unit~ assigned to Sub-sec'bor ."Du in ! !i ~ ~ 
~ - - ~,~ 0 

or entering their assigned Sub-sector and engaged in organizing and strengtheniJ:li~~ 
-, -~ l'-1 

their positions. 

The troops garrisoning the Sub-sector were all Philippine Arm.t units and 

consisted of the 21st Division (PA)~ Brigadier General Mateo Capinpin, oonmandi~ 

and the 41st Division (PA), Brigadier General Vicente Li~ Commanding• and the 

33d Infantry (PA) (until. 3 1i&l.roh) M:i. jor Stanley Holmes, Conum.nding. 

Initially the 21st Division (PA) em.plofed two regiments in the defense of 

its assigned position. The 22d Infantry (PA) was on the right (ea.st) and the 

23d Infantry (PA) on the left (w~st). The 2ist Infantry (PA} ~s de~ignated 

as Corps Reserve. It remained in p~sition in th~ 21st Division (PA) position 

however, to be employed as the reserve of that di vision on orders from II 

Philippine Corps. 

Brigadier G~neral 1'..x Lough was assigned to command Sub-aJector "~" and 

used the General and Specie.l Staffs of the Philippine Division to perform. 

similar :f'unctions in Sub-sector "D~' and the Philippine Division Service Units 

continued to function in those capacities in Sub-sector ~D~'• 
. 

Sub-sector "D" was . on the extreme wes~t of my Corps. Initially no roads other 

than Carabou trails led into this sector. It we.s characterized by very rugged 

terrain and dense tropical undergrowth. The conS'truotion of necessary roads, 

communication facilities and subsequent supplying of this force of over four• 

teen thousand men required almost superhuman effort by all concerned. The 

results accomplished by the Philippine Division General and Special Staffs and 

of the Service Units were particularly outstanding. 

Probably due to the very heavy casualties that he bad suffered in over• 

coming the ms.in battle position, the enemy 'W&S slow to follow up the advantage 

he gained by our withdra-wa.lo He ad'Vll.tlced very cautiously and allowed contact 

with our nain £or.ces in this sector to be broken off . for two or three days. 

The first conta.~t was by snall combat patrols and gradually increased 

to reconnaissance in force. Daily local combat during the early part of 
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February occurred along the entire front of this Sub-sector. Freque·ntly I ? ~- ~ 

1--ir:i reconnaissanoes in force which varied in strength from a com~y to a battalion ! ~- ·. E 
j ~ ~ 
l '" N .,,. were ma.de. In these encounters severe losses were inflicted on the enemy by ~ty;? ;; 
: r-....: ,~o 

our troops, and their losses would have been greatly increased had our troops 

been equipped with modern hand grenades, infantry mortars, and ad~qua.te 

automatic weapons. 

The effectiveness of our artillery during this period oan hardly be 

overest!mated in breaking up hostile concentrations, destroying formations, 

and frustrating attacks. It ·was without doubt the 118&.pon that the enemy feared 

most. 

On 23 February the enemy nade a general retirement all along the front \ 

of the II Corps and thereafter, except for minor patrol actions and oonsta.nt 

aerial reconnaissance., there -,as little activity in Sub-sector 11D11 until the 

latter part of ha.rch. 

Operations in Sub-sector "C" 26 January • 31 ~rch 
. . - . . ' 

About 7 ::00 PM:, 26 January, t~e advance elements of the enenw -reached 

the MLR, and established a pocket. After dark., 27-28 January, the enell\V again 
. . 

attacked the MLR at this point and "Was again repulsed. The enemy estizrated, 

a.s an infantry battalion, entrenched in and around a. bamboo thicket astride 

Trail :/1,2 where Tr,il ~ crosses the Pilar River, a.bout seventy-five yards 

north of our MLR. 

The 41st Infantry (PA) (less one Battalion) relieved the 2d Battalion, 

32d Infantry (PA)(less Comp~y ~H!') during the -morning of 28 January. The 
• I ""I "" - • 

3d Batte.lion, 4ist Infantry (PA), with Com.pe.nr "~", 32d Infantry (PA) and 

Battalion Headquarters :sattery, 31st Field Artillery (PA) at·ta.cked, occupied 
;, 

the ~ covering a front of 1200 yards east of Trail ::/#,: The 2d Battalion, . 
41st Infantry (PA)(less Company "F") occuppied the RRL: 

On the night 28-29 January after a hostile artillery preparation of about 

one hour., the enemy launched an attack supported by artillery, machine-gun. 

and mortar fire. The nain effort v.as directed at Trail J,f.e • The fighting -,as 

brisk and at close quarters. Every hostile attempt to penetrate our line -.s 

,~~R 
. iµl'-1 
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repulsed. .Fighting continued throughout the night, along the entire front 
. 

of Sub-sector "c.". This attack was the ain effort ma.d,e by the eneI113" within 

the II Philippine Corps prior to t heir attack on 3 April. Captured documents 

indicated that the elements of three Japanese Regiments were employed in this 

attack; that the Japanese were short of artillery; that the direction of their 

attack ,vas southwest; and that their mission was to drive our troops into 

Manila Bay near LillBy • 

On 28 January, I ordered General Bluemel to counterattack. drive the 

enemy north, and re-establish our or.i.g!ne.l OPLR. A counterattack vas launched 

at 1 :00 PM. 29 January, supported by artillery fire. Some advance 'Was made, 

however the advance was halted by enemy fire from near the junction of Trail 

:/IP, and the Orion Cut-Off. Sub-sector "C." artillery could not reach this area. 

I attached a battery of 2.95's t~ Sub•;e~tor ~C~ and ordered another counter

attack. This counter-attack 'Was launched at 8a.OO AM, 2 February. It encountered 

much resistance and progressed slowly. The attack 'W8.S resumed on the morning 

of 3 February, and the bamboo thicket was taken. Hundreds of dead Japa.pese 

were counted. The enemy withdrew to a position along the Talisay River . 

The outpost 'WB.s still some distance behind the location designated. on 

5 February another attempt to advance the outpost gained but little ground. 

From 6-20 February the enemy in Talisay Valley was harre.ssed day and night by 

irregular and itermittent artillery fire, and constant, vigorous patrolling. 

On 21 February an attempt 'W8.S nade to dislodge the enemy from the valley and 

on the night 22•23 February. he withdrew from the valley. Xbe designated 

outpost line was now occupied. 

From 23 February until after the middle of MA.roh, a compare.ti ve quiet 

period existed in Sub•sector "C" • Constant patrolling to maintain contact 

198.S carried out. 

9terations in Sub-sector 11B1
~ 26 January - 21 larch 

Sub-sector ''B" 'Was occuppied by a Provisional Infantry Regiment. strength 

approximately l40i° made up of Air 0orps personnel (american), Colonel I.E. 

Doane, Infantry, Comnanding. Other than intermittent bombing and patrol actions, 

no enenw contact vas made in this sector during this period. 
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Operations in Sub-sectors "A ~and "E" 26 Ja.nua - 21 1-.roh 
- -·-· · . ~ \ .- . .. __ 

Sub--sector 11.A." extended on ~ right of Sub-aeotor "B" to the beach · and . ( 

I ~ . ..... 

along the beach to Linay. Sub•sector "E_u extended from Lima.p along the beach . ! ii~ ~ 
_ ·:· ~ 1Ul o 

to Gorda. (southern-most point. on boundary bet-ween-·R a.nd I Corps) • . Sub-sector ·~ ~I~ , Iµ '-1 
"A" naintained contact by vigorous patrolling in its sub-sector and intermittent- ----'· 

bo~ing occurred in both sub~eotors. The ma.in enemy operation in these 
\ 

sub-seo'bors during this peri~ however, was ba.rrassing action from 141.nila. Bay. 
\ , 

During the period 21 January • 2 April, the enemy intermittently shelled 
. 

the beach positions at night by 75~ pieces mounted on barges in Manila.~ . 

G-2 information disclosed that a large number of barges were being constructed 

in }mnila.. These activit~_es indicated a. probable intention of the enemy to 

attempt an envelopment o~ '1113 Corps from Jm.nila Bay. 

An off-shore patrol was organized using banoas powered with outboard 

motors. -Acting in conjunction with a small fleet of "mosquito boats.", 
. . -

Philippine .Arrrq, under USAFFE, this patrol skirmished, nightly with the enem;y 

b.arrassing forceo Two en~my barges were sunk. 

No ma.terial damage 'MI.S done by this harrassing a ction other than the 

demoralizing effect on the green Filipino troops. 

Reorganization of Ma.in Battle Position 

-
After the withdraml of the enemy on 23 February, the MLin Battle Position 

Yte.s reorganized and strengthened. 

In Sub .. sector "D", the 33d Infantry 118.S relieved on 3 ~ rch and placed in 

Corps Reserve along Trail 1/64 on the left rear of Sub-sector ncuo The 41st 
. - ~ 

Infantry 118.S returned to Sub-sector ttn.", and took up the position formerly 

occupied by the 33d I.nfa.ntry. The 21st Infantry 'W8.S released to the Commanding 

General Sub-sector "D" and -was placed on the left flank of the 21st Division. 

in· sub-sector "C" the 51st Division had been depleted to about 3500 men 

a.nd officers. To reduce overhead and Jialce more men available for the front 

lines, this unit •s reorganized into th·e 51st Combat Team of four Infantry 

Batta.lions and two Batteries of Field Artillery. Engineer. Medical and Service 

Units were reduced and all possible personnel was armed with the rifle for 

£ront line duty . 

45 
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The 1st Be.tta.lion of the 33d Infantry was assigned to· sub-sector "C" 

from the Corps Reserve. 
-\_ 

' No material ebs.nges were made in the personnel of the other sub-seotcr s. 

The units of the II Philippine Corps finally disposed on 21 March is shown 

sohema.tioa.lly as follows, 

I ls( I I I 
ss "D" ' 1SS"B"1SS"A"1 SS "E" 

s I I ~ - I I I I ·~ - t. ~ ~: -~ _ 1 
I I I I I I I I I • I 

2d PSs I s I J I I I ' I I 

I : : I ' • ' I I ' ' I Corps, 41 I 42 I 43 a 21 I 23 I 22 I 61 ,- 32 aProv I 31 I 2d Reg 
X - - - - I - I 

I XII - • - - - X CT - - AC • P.A. X Div ~.~' 
X .. ... - .. - X .. - - X 
I I I • I I I I iRegt I a 
I s I I ' I ' I ' I I 

• I • I I I ' ' I I I 

33d Infantry (PA)(less 3d Battalion) Corps Reserve 

School for Scouting and Pa.trollin@ 

During the comparatively quiet period a school for scouting and 

patrolling wa.s initiated in all Philippine Arrtzy" Units . Specially selected 

officers and non-commissioned officers from-the 31st Infantry (US) and the 

57th and 45th Infantry (PS) were detailed to the front line to o onduct this 
v 

school. 

At the same time trained technicians from the 14th Engineers (PS) visited 

all front line units to instruct and assist in the completion of the defensive 

posttion. 

Plans for Counter-attack 
- . 

During the period, comprehensive plans for counter-attack at every 

oonceivalil.e plac~ that the enertzy" might penet:rate were made. 

All Service Units of the Service Command (Philippine Department), were 

organized to take over the beach d-efenses of Sub-sector _"E~' so that I might 

have that unit available in the event of an enemy break•thr9ugh. 

Reoo:nna.isse.noes were made of routes to all Sub-sectors by commanders of 

the 2d Regular Division (PA) and by officers of the 33d Infantry (PA)(!lhe 

Corps Reserve). 



Headquarters USAFFE ordered thorough reconnaissance by Commanders of the 

31st Infantry (US) and the 45th and 67th lnfantry(Ps)(USAFFE)Reaerve) of &11 

routes in my corps. 

Upon the forllll.tion of the Luzon Foroe on 12 Me.roh, the Conmw.nding General -ordered practice n:aneuvers for the actual occupation of the beach defense in 

Sub-sector "E" by the Service l:!nits, relieving the 2d Regular Division (PA) 

to be ave.ile.ble for counter-attack missions. 

Ene5Y: starts Developing for Attack 
. - . 

From about 13 ~rch, the enemy activity , inc::_eased daily. Intense Aeri~l 

activity commenced on 15 M:trch and grew in intensity both in the front line 
\ 

areas and in the rear installations. Vigorous patrolling by nw infantry units 

oontinued, but the enemy had established a screen that was difficult to 

penetrate. 

Beginning about 12 March, I had daily infornation of large enenw truck 

and materiel movement south f~om hyac~ unction and west fromAbucay. Troops, 

Artillery, and tanks were observed in these movements. This continued for a 

period of fourteen days, both day and night. 

It was evident that the enenw was mssing his infantry, artillery, ammun .. 

i tion, and supplies, in front of Sub-sector .~D11 • Since Mt Se.mat was the 

dominating terrain feature within my sector. with excellent corridors leading 

south, on each side of Mt Se.mat, it was believed that the enerey- would launch 

his attack with Mt Sa.mat as his initial object ive. This opinion was verified 

by the capture of a detailed order for a reconnaissance in force taken from 

a dead Japanese officer by personnel of, the 43d Infantry (PA) on t he night of 

24-25 March. From the nass of information available I estimated that an eneiey

r attack could be expected at any time after 26 14l.rch and that the main effcr t 

would be launched against the front of Sub•seotor ."D"; I so reported to the 
... -

Cormnanding General, USFIP on 26th ~roh. 

Fhysical Condition of Personnel 

Although this period has been characterized as comparatively quiet, ihe 

physical condition of the personnel of m:y command had deteriorated at an 



alarming rate. The ration he.d continued to be cut so that during the month of 

March, the troops were barely getting e. one-fourth ration. In the terms 0£ 

calories, they were receiving less than 1000 per de.y. Medical authorities 

stated that 1500 were needed to perform the barest functions of life. By 1 ,. 

Mlrch serious muscle vasting was evident and by the la.tter part 0£ March the 

com.bat efficiency ,vas rapidly decreasing. 

Bataan is a :nalarial in:t'ested region. la.ck of Quinine had brought the 

hospitalization for nalaria to 600 daily by 1 larch and 1000 daily by l .April• 

Due to la.ck of vitamins, Beri•beri was flagrant and increasing. Dysentery 

and diarrhea were extremely prevalent and due to the weakened condition of the 

men, the epidemic could not be controlled. 

After 15 ~rch the ai~nt of nerve fatigue due to incessant bombing 

and the absence of a~ counter activity, particularly in the air, rapidly 

increased. 

Due to le.ck of gasoline or transportation, great numbers of the sick 

could not be evacuated but lay in the forward area and caused a further strain 

to the Comnanders of the fighting troops• 

The supply of needed clothing had long been exhausted, and a large part 

of the troops were barefooted and clad in rags. 

I estimated that the combat efficiency of m:f' troops was 20% by 15 Mt.rch. 

Each day it -was lessening and by 2 April it -was materially lowered. 

Operations in Sub-sectors 21 Ya.rob 1942 .. 2 .April 1942 
. . -

Sub-sectors "A", "B", and "E_11 continued fairly quiet as far a.s operations 

by ground troops •s concerned. Enenw patrol aoti vi ty ba.d increased however 

in Sub-sectors 11.A" and "B11
• 

In Sub-sect~r 11 C" three enenw raids were stage~ in this area on ,the nights 

of 21-22 Waroh, 27-28 ~March, and 30-31 Maroho The first two raids were repulsed 

at the OPLR with( hea.vy ene~ casualties 'but the OPLR broke under the force of 
.. , \ I 

the third raid, and a section of it retired beyond the MLR. The enenw hO'W6ver 

failed to oom through the gap it created. 

In Sub•aector •n11 during the day of 28 141.rch. a hostile force of a.bout 



a regiment exerted severe ·pressure against the 42d Infantry in the center of 

the 41st D.i.vis:i>n Sector which caused the OPLR to give way in the afternoon, 
\ 

Counter-attacks rest~ed-tb~ posi~io~ by heavy hand-,to-hand fighting. 

On 30-31 March and 1 April the pressure of the enenw steadily increased o 

It 118.S apparent that he .had returned with a serious offensive purpose and .. ~/,) 

-
with fresh shock troops, strongly reinforced with artillery, tanks, mortars, 

e.utonatic weapons, and air support. The 21st Infantry (PA) withdrew its OPLR 

to a point 150 yards from its MLR to tie in with the 42d. I~antry (PA) on its 

le:rt. 

During the night 1-2 April the 21st Division withdrew its OPLR on the 
. 

right to a point about hali'wa.y between New Ml.l1.J¥& and the MLRo The 51st Combat 

Tee..m. in Sub•sector "C" accordingly withdrew the left of its MLR to maintain 

contact. ~ "l 
On April 2, the 42d Infantry's OPLR and MLR broke under a terrific bombing 

. - . .. 
attack but the MLR 118.S restored before nightfall~ 

• 



The Second Battle of Bataan (Orion - Mt Sanat Position) 3 April 1942 

To 9 April 1942 

(See Appendices No's 6 and 7). 

Diagramma.tio disposition of II Corps troops on Main Ba.ttle Position, 

6 :00 A.M, 3 April: 

a ' a a 
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II Corps Reserve 33d Infantry (PA.)(less l Battalion) 

' 
Chronological Reoord of Operations 3 - 9 April 1942 

3 April. Throughout the night 2-3 April 1942 the eneJDJ continued shelling 

the Main Battle Position in Sub-sector ."D" • Bta.rting at 8 aOO AM, the enenw 

concentrated extremely heavy arti2:lery fire (thEi heaviest by far of any 
( 

artillery fire in any battle to date in the Philippine Islands - 35 firing 

positions had been spotted). Xhe ,shelling lasted until 4a00 P.M. Hostile 

planes were constantly in the air. Intensiv! aerial bombing continued through 

out the day on the MLR and RRL Qf the 41st Division (PA). The enell\V b<;>mbed 

and shelled at will. Sub-sector "D" and that portion of Sub-sector ~0 11 ,~st 

of Trail :/12. Hostile planes hovered over our artillery positions and bombed 

them whenever we opened fire. About 3100 PJ4 a heavy coordinated attack 

supported by tanks was launched against t he 41st Division (PA.) front'. The 

na.in effort of this attack was made against the lei't (west) flank of the 42d 

Infantry (PA.)o The 42d and 43d Infantry Reginents (PA). gave way in complete 

rout. Th.e 41st Infantry (PA.). also ' withdrew and through some confusion o:f 

orders started to withdraw south on Trail #29 towards Trail ffe3. The artillery 

of the 41st Division (PA) in direct support of Sub-sector '!'Dr., remained in 

position and fired effectively against the advancing enenw, repeatedly breaking 



up his concentrations of troops, and inflicting severe losses. Some of the 

batteries remained in position and fired until they were charged and captured 

by the enem;y. 

The 21st Infantry (PA) was heavily attacked during _the day, but managed 

to hold its position. However, it refused its lef't flank in order to meet 

a thrust from the west and to make contact with aey friendly troops on that 

flank. 

The sick and wounded were assembled at the junction of Trails 1/6 and 

1/429, and every effort was ~de to evacuate them as rapidly and as safely a.s 

possible. 

The 33d Infantry (PA)(less l Battalion) which since the 3d or ~roh had 

been in II Co~ps Reserve; ·was released to the 0ommanding General of Sub-sector 

and was ordered into position on the Catnan River, west of Mb Sa.mat • 
. \ 

This unit took up position astride Trail 1/429 near the junction of Trails 

:/1429 and ,ffe3. A defended road block -was constructed at t he zig-zag on Trail 

1/:,429 to p;event advance of enemy tanks• The Battalion deployed along the 
.. ' 
Oatman River vm.s attacked during the night 3-4 April. _ 

.., 
The Anti-tank Company, 31st Infantry (US) (4-37mm. guns) 'WS.s atta.ched 

- -
to Sub-sector nett and took up position astride Trail 1/21 for anti-tank defenseo 

The 31st Infantry (US) 'Was notified of the attack on the 41st Division 
. -

(PA), front, and 111arned that early movement could be expected. 

During the night 3-4 April a hostile landing supported by ,75-mm guns on 

barges was attempted against Sub-sector 1fA." near Pandan Point. This attempted 

landing was repulsed by our artillery fire. 

In Sub-sector "C", the 5l~t Combat Team (PA) -.s ordered to prepare a. 
I -

position facing west. This line extended from the point where the MLR crossed 

the Pilar River to the RRL. It -was west of and covered Trail 4/2. 

4 April. At daylight large flights of low flying enemy bombers, bombed 
. - r ' . 

and stra.ffed the front lines• A coordinated attack, supported by heavy artillery 
~ 

fire and (ta.nks vas directed against the left (we~t~ flank of the.2~t Division 

(PA). Under pressure of this ~tte.ck, the 21st Infantry (PA), crumbled and the 



23d Infantry (PA) ref'used its le:f't fla.nk to the RRL to meet t he threat on its 

le:f't and rear. 

The Battalion of the 33d Infantry (PA), 'Which 1Yas deployed along the 

Catnan River, wa.s withd!awn to the junction of Trails #429 and if,. It 

received enemy pressure from its fl-ont and right (east) i'lank during the day 

and night 4-5 April. 

The 45th Infantry (PS), less one battalion; the 31st Infantry (us), and 

the Provisional Tank Group (less two companies supporting the I Corps) were 

released to the II Corps o 

The 31st Infantry (US), 198.S ordered to move to assembly position near 

junction of Trails :/f:10 and :/12,. The 45th Infantry (PS)(less one battalion) 

assembled near Tra.i ls :/If!, and :fr;, 9 • 

The. 57th Infantry {PS), ve.s ordered by Luzon Force to Iama.o. -
I released the 31st Infantry (US), the 45th Infantry (PS)(less one battalion), 

and a com.i;any of tanks to the Co.muanding General, Sub-sector ''D" and ordered him 

to oounte-r-e.ttaok to reestablish the RRL within the 41st Division Sector. 

All engineer troops -were ordered to stop engineer work and assemble for 

combat. An attempt was :uade to reorganize t he sca.ttered elements of the 43d 
. 

and 42d Infantry Regiments. Lieut~nant Colonel Lewis succeeded in assembling 
l 

about two hundred men of the 43d Infantry (PA) near the junction of Trails =/16 

and i/6. Lieutenant Colonel McDonald was able to assemble only fi.f'ty men of 

the 42d Infantry (PA). The WJn of the 42d Infantry (PA) were attached to the 

43d Infantry (PA)• 

Elements of the 41st Division Field • rtillery reJIBined in action in Sub-

sector "D11 and remnants of the 41st Infantry now under I Corps were in position 

on the Pa.ntingan River. 

The 61st Combat Team withdrew its OPLR to the Pila.r-Bagac Road. Increased 

artillery fire was received 'in Sub-sector 11 011 • '.!here wa.s no change in Sub-sectors 

"A11
, ,

11B"• and 11E" • 

At 4100 PM, 4 April, the 45th lnf8,\lltry (PS) then in Ar'l!r,/ Reserve on Sayse.yan 

Ridge, started its movement to assembly position near the junction of Trails :/16 

and :{/e9. 



1 O:J )> 

l~t 
During the night 4-5 April, the 31st Infantry (US) moved from its bivouao j ? '!< ~ 

area one and one- half miles west of le.mao to assembly position near the junctioJ ~ ?2 e : ~ 7. ~ 
of Trails ~ and :/J=lO. ! '.t ~ ~ 

~ ~ 1Ut 0 
5 April. Hostile press~re supported by about thirty tanks continued -..l~ ~ 

i · iaZ-1"1 
against the left of the 21st Di.vision (PA) . The 23d Infantry (PA), f'ollowed "-' 

by the 22d Infantry (PA), withdrew with s~me semblanc~ of order d~ing the 

afternoon to a line 1500 yards north of Trail :/1429. Ti-lis exposed the left 
-

{west) flank of Sub-sector ."C" to attack. Combat Team 51 occupied its previously 

prepe.;ed position facing we;t ~and covering Trail :/{2 . The remainder of troops 

in Sub•sector "C" held on the J.iLR• The 21st Division (PA) e.nd Combat Team 51 

areas were heavily bombed and shelled throughout the day. Contact between the 

21st D.i.vision (PA) and Combat Team 51 'fflls lost. The Conmanding General, Sub

sector _"C 11 requested permission to withdraw to the ea.st bank of the Se.n Vicente 

River. I ordered him to withdraw his left flank and regain contact w:tth ihe 

21st Division (PA) . later in the day the Commanding General, Sub-sector "C" 

again requested t6 withdraw to the east -bank of the San Vicente. I ordered 

him to hold his present position. 

The 33d Infantry, (PA){less one battalion) ss heavily engaged in its 

position near the jun~tion of Trail =/1429 and :/fr:,. Enemy pressure was being 
' . 

received on its front and both flanks. The 57th Infantry (PS), ·wa.s released 

to II Corps and was assigned to the Comnanding Gener$.l, Sub-sector "D" • The 

Comnanding General, Sub-sector ••n!' issued orders for the counter-attack, at· 

his command post 500 yards west of Trails ff, and ffe3 • The plan of attack included 

the following r 

(1) Initial objective& RRL of Sub-sector "D" 

(2) Time of attacks 6i00 AM, 6 April 
I 

(3) 31st Infantry -(US), move to ~ssembly position near junction of 
~ 

Trails :/1429 and :/144 and attack North orr Trail 1/4. 

(4) The 33d Infantry (PA), (less one battalion) to attack north on Trail 

1/429. 

(5) The 45th Infantry (PS)(less one battalion) supported by one tank 

company to attack north on Trail 1/:29. 



(6) The 21st Division (PA), was to attack between Trails #4 and :/1429. 

(7) The 67th Infantry (PS), in Sub-sector Reserve • 
. 

(8) A thirty minute artillery barrage to preceed the attack. 
~ 

The Comnnding Officer, 31st Infantry (us), issued his a.ttaok order at 
. 

4100 ~ 5 April at his Conmand Post on the Belolo River near Trail ~.. He 

ordered the · 1st Battalion, 31st Infantry (US) to move at once, 6 aOO ~ 6 

April, to secure Trails =/144 from Trail =II= 2 to :/1429 . Reminder of the 31st 
t- . 

infantry (US) to move after dark to the -juncti~n of Trails :/144 and :/1429• 

The 2d Batta.lion_ 31st Infantry (US) passed through the ;tst Battalion, 31st 

Infantry (US) at midnight 5-6 April . and ran into enell\Y resistance just west 

of the junction of Trails 4/44 and =/1:429. Heavy firing -was heard from the 21st 
- . 

Division (PA) area. The eneJD¥ had enveloped the remnants of the 21st Division 

(PA) in a night attack and it ha.d completely di s integratedo Lieutenant .Colonel 

Lewis with the remnants of the ,42d Infantry (PA), and the 43d Infantry (PA) . 

(about 250 men) moved north on Trail ffe:, and attempted to relieve the 41st 

Field Artillery (PA} troops. This effort was repltl.aed • 
. 

6 April. At 4145 AM, 6 April, Colonel Uhrig accompanied by two Philippine 

ArJD¥ Colonels of the 21st Division (Pl) arrived at the Comuand Post, 31st 

Infantry (us), and told the Commanding Officer, 31st Infantry (US)(Lieutenant 

Colonel Brady} that the 21st Division (PA) had completely Disintegrated. 

Lieutenant Colonel Brady failed to launch his attack as ordered. Communications 
I 

with Sub-sector •nn were broken. In explaining his action to the Commnding 

General, Sub-sector "c"., he stated that he had only 800 men. and if the attack 

had gained its objective, they were insufficient to hold the RRL of the 21st 

Division (PA). The artillery barrage supporting the planned attack was fired 

as scheduled. An enenw force estin:w,.ted as a regiment advancing east of Mt 

Sa.mat hit the 31st Inf~try (US), while it was still deployed in attack 

formtion. The mission of' the 31st Infantry (US) •s c.hanged by G-3, Sub•seotor 

, "D" to hold junction of Trails 1/44 and :/1:429 at all cost. 

The 33d Infantry (PA)(less one battalion) YJas forced out of its positi. on 

near junc t ion of Trails ~ and 1/42 9 o The remnants of this unit led by Mil.j or 

Holmes, withdrew south-east across country and attempted to rejoin our forces 

I 



l~i 
I 'c 2· o 

east of the San Vicente. They found themselves completely cut off by Japanese 
1 

~- ~ l ~ !~ ri 
troops. They then broke up into small parties, and made their way to the north I :i -.l :: 

~ 1Ul. ~ 
through the Japanese lines. The 33d Infantry (PA)(less one battalion) ceased ~~ 

·~hi 
to exist after this date. Contact with the 33d Infantry (PA) had been lost on 't-' 

4 April and 'WB.S never regained. This unit never received the attack order of 

the Commanding General; Sub-sector ."D". Xhe· 45th Infantry (PS)(less one 

battali_on) supported by one company of tanks attacked north on Trail :/12.9. It 

was stopped astride Trail fi29, about 2500 yards north of Trail a. 

By 2 :00 PM, the ene~ advancing south on Trail ~ and west thereof, 
-

reached Trail ffe3, and cut off Headquarters Sub-sector "D", the 45th Infantry (PS) 

a.nd the remnants of the 41st Infantry (PA) from the re~1nder of the Corps. 

At 7 ,oo ~ the 46th Infantry (PS)(less one battalion) was withdrawn south on 

Trail :/YG9 to Trail :/18, and placed in position facing east astride Trail :/#3, 

around midnight 6- 7 April. This unit -was ordered to attack east on Trail :/16 

early 7 April to reestablish conta~t. The remnants of Sub-sector 11D" ea.st of 
I 

~ - , 

Trail #f3 were placed under the Commanding Officer, 57th Infantry (PS). The 

Comma~ding Officer, 57th Infantry (less one battalion) with the remnants of 

the troops of Sub-sector unn was ordered to secure the junction of Trails ffe3 
' 

and =1/6. The 201st and 202d -Engineer Battalions (PA) were attached to the 57th 

Infantry (PS). Communications were frequently disrupted by ene?DiY' artillery fire. 

The Comma.nding General Sub-sector ttc 11
• asked again for permission to 

withdraw to the east bank of t he San Vi~e~te River. I ordered him to oocupy 
. , - .. 

a line on the second ridge west of the San Vicente River. This was the line 
,~ 

held by the 31st-- Inra.ntry (US), Combat Team 51 was ordered to take position 

on the right of the 31st Infantry (US), and to prolong the line to the North., 

The 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry (PA). and the 1st Battalion, 33d Infantry (PA) 

were ordered to faot to the west and extend the line to the north of Combat 

Team 51. '.lb.is forced the withdrawal of the outposts of Combat Team 51 and 1st 

Ba.ttalion, 33d Infantry (PA), and caused the lef't portion of the 1st Battalion, 

33d Infantry (PA) to give up its MLR. Ene~ tanks on the Pila.r-Bagao Road 

were driven off by the anti-tank weapons of t he 31st Infantry (us ). 



and uncontro~lable mob. About 90% of the Philippine Arrrr;, were without shoes• 

Their one uniform was worn out. Officers and men were suffering from 

amlnutrition, and the majority of them were ill with malaria and dysentery or 

both and should have been in the hospital. It was now evident that it vas 

impossible to expect or force any further colllbat service from these units• The 

Commanding General, Sub-sector '.' C11 repeatedly endeavored to · organize suocessi ve 
~ ~ . 

positions astride Trail #£ . Ee.oh position was shelled, bombed and outflanked 

by the enenzy. The 26th Cavalry (PS) then near the junction of Trails ,ffeJ.o and 
-

:/12,, were attached to the Commanding General, Sub-seoto~C~. _nie Colllll&llding 

General, Sub-sector "C" was ordered to organize and hold a line along the 

Mlnala River. 

The 26th Cavalry (PS) was deployed astride Trail 4f,eo on t he south bank of 

the Muna.la River. Remna.nts of the 31st Infantry (US), 57th Infantry (~S)., 14th / 

Engineers (PS) and 803d Engineers (US) were in an assembly position near -Trail -.. 

1/20 about one e.nd one-half miles south of the Mana.la River. The enell\Y held a ....,,,,--

portion of Tr~il :/J2,o between this pnit and the 26th Cavalry (PS) under fire. 
~ ' . 

~ 

Due to continued hostile pressure by superior enenw forces, and fle.nk:ing action 
........ " 

on the le~ (west) flank of the M!llnala River, the occupation of the position ----
had to be abandoned, and the troops during the hours of darkness 7-8 April 

ocoupied the Ala.ngon River Line. 

Sub-sectors "A" and 11B" were ordered to conform. 

Troops of' Sub.:.sector 11E11 (4th PC) taken from their beach defense and 

released to Comnanding General, Sub-sector ,"C,". 

The Command Post. II Corps was moved to KP l67i East Road during the night 

7•8 April. 

The II Corps artillery was displaced to the rear and wa.s never in Sub-sector 

"C" action a.gain. 

8 April. By 3s00 AM, 8 April, the Alangan River line 'Was occupied by 
I . . 

remnantsof the f ollowing units, from right to left, 4th PC, 31st Infantry (PA), 

Provisions.! Air Co!ps Regiment, 803d Engineers (US), 57th Infantry (PS). 31st 

Infantry (us), 26th Cavalry (PS) and 14th Engineers (PS). The Conrnanding General 
~ ~___.., -~~-

' 



\ 

j to > 

l~i IC;=.. c: 
Sub-s~otor lfCf' (Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel) had personally ~upervised I ~ i~ . ~ 
the organiz~tion under gr~at difficulties. He had · been placed in direct : o. u 

' I>) IJ 
I ro 1--..l :; 

co!J!Imlnd of all front line troops and deserves the highest possible commendation~~; 
• " ~ i: 

for his fearless unceasing energy and initiative displayed throughout tho ~~ 

operations since 3 April. 

All of these units were disorganized a.nd greatly depleted in strength. 

Control 'W8.S difficult due to the thick jungle, scarcity of trails, and lack 

ot a.dequa.te signal equipment, and personnel. Radio and wire communications 

were completely out. No organization of the ground v.as possible. The strength 
. 

of the entire position did not exceed 2000 men and officer s. 

During the ~orning, a Jap observation plane discovered the 57th Infantry 

(PS) and the 31st Infantry (US) and dropped incendiary bombs on the dry cogan 

grass and bamboo thickets . A fire ensued and hampered considerably the 

occupation of the position. During the afternoon a similar incident occured 
- ' 

in the 31st Infantry (PA) sector causing this unit to break and flee. 

Sel~-Propelled-Mounts and Tanks were ordered to cover the avenues of 

approach. Lieutenant Colonels Gana.bl and SIIJV1;he reported t o the . Comnanding 

General, Sub-sector 9 C" and asked what assistance could be given. They were 

ordered to make a reoonne.issance and submit their recommendation for employment 

of these weapons. The reconnaissance was nade, but no Self-Propelled-Mowtts 

or Tanks arrived on the position. 

A defended road block on Trail =1/eO constructed by the 14th Eng ineers (PS) 

effectively stopped an enemy tank attack. 

By 3a00 PM. the left (west) flank of the position had been enveloped by a 

strong enexey- force. The entire position v.e.s at that time subjected to an intense 

aerial bombardment and artill ery concentration under which the hostile attack 

supported by tanks penetrated the center of the position. Shortly before dark, 

the 31st Infantry (US) vas forced to withdraw and the 57th Infantry (PS) :was 

' 

being enveloped on both flanks. To hold the A1anga.n River was now an im.poseibility, 

The Comnanding General, Sub-sector ~C11 -was ordered to h~ld the Iamt.e River line 

'When forced out of the Alangan River position. The 14th Engtneers (PS) withdrew 

south on Trail =/J-20, cov~red by the 26th Cavalry (PS). 



The 1st Philippine Constabular:y- Regi~nt ,ue.s released to II Corps at 

Cabca.ben after dark 8 April~ It 'Was ordered to the le.mao River position but 

never advanced beyond Bataan Air Field. 

By 9 sOO J?M, 8 April, the Comn.nding General, Sub-sector "C" -wa.s a.t the 

crossing of Trail ffeo and the I.a.nao River with remnants of th; 26th Caw.lry 
. . . 

14th Engineers (PS), 57th Infantry (PS ), and 31st Infantry (US). The Comma.nding 
r . . 

General. Sub-sector "C" sent out reconnaissance parties who returned with reports 

that the occupation of ·the position was not feasible. The Commanding General 

Sub-sector ttc" later informed me that it •s impossible for him to occupy the 

le.m.ao River position. 

9 April. By midnight 8•9 April the enemy had open passage to the south 

in th~ . path. of whioh was General Hospital No. 2, .with t housands of patients o 

All roads and trails to the south and southwest were jammed with stragglers 

. and refugees, pursued by Japanese columns of infantry and tanks. Bombing and 

straffing by low flying planes "ffll.s constant. All men and officers were completely 

exhausted. All reserves had been employed. All organized resistance had ceased. 

The II Philippine Corps which had ta.ken the main blow of the Japanese pressure 

since 6 January ceased to exist as a fighting unit • . 

The Co~nding General, Luzon Force, ordered the destruction of all 

artillery# ammunition., radio, engineer, and other equipment, except transportation 

by: 6 sOO AM. 9 April, at which time a flag of truce vas sent forward on the 

- . 
&st R~d to the . Japanese Command. 

Surrender of the Headquarters II Corps ·took place on the morning of 9 

April at Corps Co:mnand Post at KP 167} F.ast Road. lbe troops surrendered 

piecemeal where found by the enemy. 

Major 
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